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Jo the honorable minded 


Seatleman ROBERT C ARET Eſquire: 


Robert Greene wilketh as many good 
Fortunes as the honour et his 
choughts doc merite. 


2X! 5 ing waded( noble minded Ceur- 


ier) through the cenſures of many 
= -oth Honourable and Werſaipfull, in 

j commuting the credite of my Fookes 
S, 0 their Honograble opmions, as / haue 
und ſome of them not onely honora- 

v by topatrenize my Workes, but cour- 
tronſiy 19 paſſe wy vnkilfull preſumy- 
tion with ſilenee; ſo generally [ am in- 
d:btedto all Gentlemen that with fauours hae exerſlipt my Fol- 


lies; Follies I teme them, becauſe their ſubieltes haue been 


ſuperficiall, and their tutentes amorozs, yet mixed with ſuch 
Aforall principles, that the precepts of Vertue ſeemed to crane 
pardon fer all thoſe vine opinions Loue ſets downe in her period. 
See'ng then (worthy MM xccnas of I:tters ) my Works haue bean 
counted Follics, aud Follics the fruite of youth many years ha- 
wing bitten mee with exper.cnce ;, and age groving on, bidding 
wee petere gramoria, 7s ſaticfie the hope of my Friends, and to 
abe the world priuie to my priuat Reſolution, I haue made 4 
Booke called my Farewell to Follies: wherein as f renounce 
Lowe for a Foole, and Fanuty as 4 Vane tos nfit for a Gentleman 
fo I di tau the gencrall abi ſes that are ingrafied in the miu des 
of Coprticrs and Scholert, with a cool ung ard of Counſayle, 
ſeeppreſsing thoſe actions that flray from the gelaeu meane of 
Fertue. Brut (right Worſbipfull ) ſane are ſo perempterie in their 


pim ons, that of Diogenes firre bus lumps, they will ſay, ur 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 


it is to mocke Dancers not to be wanton, that if the Foxe preach, 


tis toſ which ic the futeſt Gooſe not to be a Ghoſtly fut her; that 
if Greene write his Farc well to Folly, tis io blinde the world 
with Folly, the more to ſhadow his owne Folly, My reply to theſe 
thought-ſearchers is this, I can not Martinize, ſweare by my 
Fay in a Pulpit, and rap out Gods wounds in a Tauerae; fame 
lone when [ haue no charitie, or proteſt an open reſolution of good, 
when I intend to be priuatiꝶ ill: but in all publiche proteſtations, 
my words and my deeds inmpe in one ſympaihie ; and my tongue 
and my thoughts are relatines . But omuting theje argreſnons, 
(right i erſtipfull,) to my Booke, which as it is the Farewell to 


my Follies, /o it «5 the laſt I means euer to pubbiſh, of ſuch ſuper- 


ficiall labourt; which I haue aducntured to ſtroude under the 
ſhelter of your Morſbip. . as vnder h is wirge, whoſe ge- 
nerall laue bon ght with honorable deſertes may defend it from the 
iniury of cuery enuiou: enemie. I can ſhadow my preſumption with 
no other exenſe but this, That ſecking to find ont ſome one Cour- 
tier, whoſe vertuons ac tiont had made him the hope of many Ho- 
nours1 at, whoſe feete I might lay downe the Follies of my youth, 
aud bequeath to hum all the profitable fruites of my enſuiug age: 
finding none, that either Fame could warrant mee, or my owne pri- 
vat fancie perſwade to be of more hope then your ſelſe, I ſet downe 
my reſt, and ventared boldly on your 2 fauour. which if, as 
I hae found before, I obtaine now, f. ſhall thinke my ſelfe as fortu- 
nate in getting ſo honourable a Patrone for my new indeduours, as 


onhappy for blemiſhing my forepaſſed youth with [uch fricelous 


labonrs. eAnd tha: hoping my honeſt reſolution to doe well, ſpall 
be corntenanſt with your Wor ſhips courtuous acceptance { commit 


Jes to the Almighty, 


Tour Worſhips in all bumble ſeruice, 


Robert Greene. 


How! 
I hauc 
and af 
Follies 
all Ge! 
of tho! 
ſhew « 
the Sp! 
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To the Gentlmen Stu— 


dents of Both Vniuerſities, healtli. 


+457 Entlemen and Students (my old Friendes 
7 2 and Companions) I preſented you a late 
5 wich my Alourning Carment; how you 
. LS. H cenſure ofthe cloth or cut, I know not, but 
N= the Printer hath paſt them all out of his 
' Shoppe, and the Pedler found them too 
deare for his Packe, thathe was faine te bargaine for the 
lite of T-ombiuelinto wrap vp his ſweete Powders inthoſe 
vnſauery Papers: If my Garment did any Gentleman 
good, I am glad, if it offended none, Iamproud : If a 
good man find fault that hath his wit in his eyes, and can 
checke what he cannot amende, miſlike it, I am careleſſe: 
for Diogenes hath taught me, that to kicke an Aſſe when 
he ſtrikes, were to ſmell of the Aſſe for medling with the 
Aſſe. Hauing therefore Gentlemen (in my opinion) 
mourued long enough for the miſdeeds of my youth, leaſt 
I ſhould ſeeme too Phariſaicall in my faſtes; or like our 
deare Engliſß Brethren, that meaſure their Prayers by the 
Hewerglaſſe, fall a ſleepe in preaching of Repentance. 
I hauc now left off the intent, and am come to the effect; 
and after my Mourning, preſent you with my Farewell to 
Folliet an vſtimam vale to all youthſull vanities: Wiſhing 
all Gentlemen aſwell Courtiers as Scholers, to rake vic 
of thoſe blemiſhes that diſhonour youth with the quaint 


. " 


ſhew of pleaſant delights . What a glorious ſhew would 


the Spring preſent, if the beautie of her Flowers were nod 
nipt with the Froſtes? How would Autumne boaſt of 
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[8 5 . The Fpiſtlets the Reader. 

Wa) 4] her Fruites, if ſhe were not diſguiſed with the fall of the 6 
i Leafe? And hew would the Vertues of Youth ſhine, 'f : 
J (polithed with the ripe conceit of Wit.) if they were not , 
* eclipſed with the cloudes of Vanitic? Then ſweet Come 1 
CEA panions, and Loue- mates of Learning, looke into my . 
«3+ Farcwell, aud you ſhall find the Poyſons which infe ct \ 
54 ; young ycares and turning but the leafe, read the Anti- L 
VS dotes to preuent the force of ſuch deadly confections. 4 
* Lay open my ſelfe in your thought, and beware by my 7 
wi loſſe: ſcorne not in your age, what you haue learned in 4 
NE, your Accidence, though tale, yet as ſure as checke, Felix $4 
| * quem fuciunt aliena pericula cautum. Such Wagges as haue y 
2 been wantons with me, and haue marched in the Mercers 1 
NY bool to pleaſe their Miſtris eye with their brauery, ed 
Ws that as the frolicke phraſes haue made the Tauerne ts 4 
* : ſweat with riotous expences, that haue ſpent their wittes _ 
a in courting of their ſweet - hearts, & emptied their Purſes 2 
I by being too prodigall; let them at laſt looke backe to 8 
- Ne | the Follics of their youth, and with mee ſay, Farewell unte 3 
9 þ all ſuch vanities. But thoſe young nouices that haue not 5 
* yet loſt the may denhead of their innocencie, nor haue not , 
fs. heard the melody of ſuch alluring Syrens, let themread, - 
LY that they may loath: and thatſecing into the deapth of * 
* tueir folly, they may the more deteſt that, whoſe poyſo- ok 
1 ned ſweetnes they neuer taſted, Thus generally I would les 
Ne wiſh all to beware by me to ſay with me, Farewell ts Folly: 2 
WE ö Then ſhould [ glory, that my ſeed/fowne with fo much 5 

N. goodwill, ſhould yecld a Harueſt of ſo great aduantage. P 


f ; 8 
But by your leaue Gentlemen, ſome ouer curious, will hes 
carpe and ſay, that if I were not beyond, (would not be ſo 
bold to teach my betters their duty, and to ſhew them the 
Sunne, that haue brighter eyes then my ſelfe: Well Dio 
genes told Alexander of Eis Folly, and yet he was not a 
Kine. Others will flout, and ouer-read euery line with a 
frumpe, and ſay, tis ſcuruy, when they them ſelues are ſuch 
7.5: ſcab'd Iades, that they are like to die of the ag | 


* 


The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


but if they come to write, or publiſh any thing in print, it 
is either diſtild out of Ballets, or borrowed of Theo- 
logicall Poets z which for their calling and gravity, being 
loth to haue any prophane Pamphlets paſſe vader, 
their hand, get ſome other Batillut to ſet his name to their . 
Verſes: Thus is the Aſſe made proud by this vnderhand | 487 
brokety . And he that cannot write true Engliſh without 1 
the helpe of Clearkes of Pariſh-churches, will needs make 
himſelfe the Father of Interludes. O tis a iolly mattter © 
when a man hath a familier ſtile, and can endite a whole 
yeare, and neuer be beholding to Art? But to bring Scrip- 
ture to prooue any thing hee ſayes, and kill it dead with 
the text in a trifling ſubie ct of Love, I tell you is no ſmall 
peece of cunning: As for example, two Leuecrs on the 
ftage arguing one another of vnkindneſſe; his Miſtris 
runnes ouer him with this canonicall ſentence, & mans 
Conſcrence is a thouſand witneſſes : and her Knight againe ex- 
tuſeth himſelfe with that ſaying of the Apoſtle, Leue co- 
wereth the multitude of farmer , I thinke this was but ſimple 
abuſing of the Scripture. In charity be it ſpoken, I am 
perſwaded the Sexton of S. Gyles without ¶ Teeplegate, 
would haue been aſhamed of ſuch blaſphemous 7 
ricke. But not to dwell in the imperfection of theſe Dun- 
ces, or trouble you with a long Commentary of ſuch wit- 
lefle cockseombes, Gentlemen, | humbly intreat pardon 
for my ſelfe, that you will favour my Farewell, aud take the 
preſentation of my Booke to your iudiciall inſights in 
ood part: which courteſie if I find at your hands, as 1 
hetle Joube of it, I fhall reſt yours, as euer I haue done. 
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Greene his Farewell 


to Follic. 


hen the ſtate of Italic was peſtered 
& with the mutinous factions of the 
Guelphes and Ghibellines, ſo that 
& the Common-wealth groned under 
the burden of their leditious tu⸗ 

| mults, & the Church infected with 
Tac und2y ſchiſmaticall opinions, was 
H ſtapned with that blemiſh of diſſen⸗ 
tion. Florence, a Citte greatly mo- 
leſted with this ciuill controuer ſie, inſtead of Palmes that 
pꝛeſented Peace, was ſtoꝛed with Armour that denounced 
Narres; the Streetes that were a Mart foz the trafficke ot 


Merchants, ſerued fo2 a place wherein to martiall Souldi⸗ 


ers : th: Senate went not in roabes of Purple to challenge 
Reucrence, but in coates of Steele to maintaine their laktie: 
Age, Ponour, noz Religion, bare no pztuiledge in their foze⸗ 
heads z but the Nobilitie with ambition, and the Commons 
with enute, ſo diſſented in their leuerall thoughts, that the 
particular ruine ot the Citte, and the generall ſubuerfion of 
the Meale publique was daply expected: Yet amidſt theſe 


bꝛoylea, the houſe of the Farscze ſo behaued themſelue with 


ſuch equall pꝛopoꝛtion, that they were neither friends to the 
Guelphes, noꝛ foes to the Ghibellines, but with an indiffe⸗ 
rent poile of affections, countermanded the factious mutiny 
of thoſe two moztall enemies: The chiefe oftheſe was Iczo- 
nimo Farncze, a Noble man, Honozable fo his Parentage, 
and honoured to} his Uertue ; — in his pouth _ 
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Greene his Farewell to Follic. 


his actions with}92oweſle, and in his age mad? a p2oofe of 


his lite by Aiſedeme; who diſcouering the milerie of time 
by expericnce, found, that lweeter was the deaw that dzope 
from Peace, than the ſwowers that pow2ed downe from 
LQarres: that the Garland of Mercuric, was moze pꝛecious 


than the {helmet of Mars: that quiet and content ſooner res 
lied vnder the marble Altar of Pallas, than under the ſiluer 
Targets of Bellona; not that the Noble man thought it 


diſbonoꝛable to be marttall, but that he counted it pꝛodigall 


to be factious.: To attopde thereſo2e all ſuſpition that might 


inſue vp his refivence in ſo troubleſome a Citie, ſetting his 
bouſehold affaires in ſome good oꝛder, accompanied with his 
ife, three Daughters, and foure young Gentlemen, allied 
vnts him by affinity, hee departed from Florence, ſeated him⸗ 
ſelfe in a Farme of his about ſlxe miles diſtant from Vienna: 
the eldeſt of his Daughters was named Margaret, the ſes 


5 cond Fraunces, the poungeſt Katherine all which as iop⸗ 


ning in a ſympathy of their Parents pꝛopagation, were be⸗ 
holding to Nature fox Beautp, to Foztune fo2 A ealth. and 
to the Gods fo2 7Uilſedome and Uertne : The poung Gen- 
tlemen were theſe, Seignioz Peratio, Seignioꝛ Bernar- 
dine, Seignioꝛ Coſimo, and Meſſieur Benedetto; all (as J 
ſayd befoze) allied to Farneze by affinitie, aud therefoze Mo. 
noꝛable, and directing the courſe ot their ſiues ałter his com⸗ 
paſſe, and therefoꝛe vertuous. Theſe thus aſſatiated both in 


Nature and Nourture, accompanied the old Countie to his 


houle, where arriuing, they found a Grange place, by ſcitu⸗ 
ation melancholp, as ſeated in the middeſt of a Thicket, fits 


ter fo2 one giuen to metaphuſiall contemplation, than fo2 


ſuch poung Gentlemen, as deſired ſooner to daunce with 
Venus, than to dꝛeame with Saturne, whole thoughts aimed 
not at the Stsicke tonteut of Pythagoras, but at an exteri. 
our concett of honeſt leaſure; which contrary to their ex * 
— in luch a Centutie oz Country Cottage, they 
und fo2 leronimo Farneze, ſeeing the Picture of Oilcon⸗ 
Pe in their fozeheads, conceiuing this froward 
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Greene his Farewell to Follic.. 


humour to come, foꝛ that the place of their abode was ſo la 
lempnelp ſeated, began at the entrance into the baſe Court to 
vſe theſe woꝛds. - 
Gentlemen, the learned and wiſe Ws2ldlings, whom ex- 
perience and wiſedome hath pꝛiuiledged to cenſurerightly of 
the due experience of Time, haue thought with the Phiſiti⸗ 
on, that as the Stomacke hath his ozifice ſtrengthened as 
well with the iuyce of bitter {lozmewood, as with the lap 


ok ſweete Liquerice : So the Pinde oft ſteppeth as ſoone to 


content by being paſſionate as pleaſant ; Deſire hangs uot 
alwayes on the heeles of Delights Pau hath his time to 
meditate; and holy X1:tt tels vs, that as we haue a day fo 
Mirtth, lo we haue a dap to Mourne : Salomon whole con: 
tent paſſed all pꝛopoꝛtiou of meaſure, counted all things Aa. 
nit ie that ſtooped to the centre of Þ Earth: Alexander amidſt 
all the Embaſſadours at Babylon, ſtole thꝛee dayes to be 
lolitatie: Philip would be put inremembzance of his mozta- 
litie: And wee (Gentlemen) that haue liued pleaſantly at 
Florence wearing out time with- Uanitie, map now re ſine 


our ſenſes dulled with the taſte of ſundzy vaine sbiectes, 


and foꝛ a wecke 02 two betake our ſelues to this ſolitarie 


place; wherein Jthinke to finde no other pleaſure, but a 


A 


lweete medication and friendlp conference of the baine ſup- 
poſe ef ſuch as thinke none [Philoſophers but Epicures, and 
none Religious but Atheifls., Thus Gentlemen, J ap⸗ 
popnt pour penaunce, c therefoꝛe ſhew mee pour opinion by 
your countenance, Seignioz Peratio (who was Nephew 
to Ieronimo) made anſwere fo2 the reſt, and ſapd, they were 


all content: Wherewith the old Countie leading the way, 


entered the houſe, where finding all things in a readineſſe, 
they went to dinner : the frech ayze had pzocured good appe⸗ 
tite, that little talke ꝓaſt til they had ended their repaſt; din⸗ 
ner being done, counting it Phiſicke to ſit a while, the olde 
Counteſſe ſpying on the finger of Seigntoz Coſimo a Ning 
with a Deaths head ingrauen, circled with this Poſie, 
Creſſus ad vitums, dt mauanded whether hee adode the Sig⸗ 

B 2 | ner 


- *%. * = L | 
4 — — % 
Py . k WW a << 
a = — e = ka. = 


_< 


por Sogn 
gow” KA 2 — 
WE SE > 


— AY = 
— 

«a > 

—— . 


*%, 


K 
X 


x <A I * 
\ wy 
> , 


I" £4) Yi . - ww # 
Po TRA IIS 27 


>. 


* 


4 


1 
* 
| 
* 
* 

2 2 
We 


— 


RN Vs 3% 


Greene his Farewell to Follie. 


act fo? pꝛeſit o2 pleaſures Seignioꝛ Coſimo ſpeaking in 
truth as his conlcience wild him, wld her, that it was a Fa ⸗ 
uour which a Gentlewoman had beRowed vpon him, and 
that oncly hee woꝛe it foꝛ her ſake, Then (quoth the Coun⸗ 
teſle) tis a Ahet done to charpe Fancie. It it be Padam, 
(quoth Coſimo) J am nat ſo old, but J may loue. Noz ſo 
young fir (quoth ſhe,) but you may learn? by that, to leans 
ſuch follp as loue: uo doubt Mature wozkes nothing vaine, 
the Lapidarte cuts not a Stone, but it hath ſome vertue: 
Men weare not Jems onelp to pleale the ſight, but to be des 
kenſtues by their ſecret operations againſt perils; and ſo 
Steignioꝛ Coſimo, would J haue pou vle the Gentlewo⸗ 
mans Fauour, not {02 a Mhetſtone to further Follp, but fo2 
a Cooling-card to inozdinate Uanitics , T hcmeſtocles 
wozein his Shield the jPicture of a Stozke, his Motta 
Antipelargeiu, fo; that he would not be ſkapned wich Ingra⸗ 
titude. Socrates had but one top in his Houſe, and that was 


the counterfait of Patience, fs2 that hee had a Shzew to his 


Wife. By your leaue Madame (quoth Coſimo,) had not 
Sacrates Counterkait alſo a Sentence: Des (anſwered 
Farneze,) but mp (life plipes like the Peſt that at his 
Elcuatio left out his Memento, the Motto was this, Neque 
. bas ſufficit; meaning, Patience was as good a Medecine to 
cure a waſpiſh 2Uoman ok ſullenneſle, as an Ants egge in 
Dirop koz him that is troubled with the Sciatica, The 
Gentlemen laught at che dzp frumpe of Farneze, and the 
Countecſle foꝛ that ſhe had talkt of Patience, tooke it fo2 a 
vꝛefident, and pꝛolecuted her intent in this miner. | 
Jeſt how pou pleaſe (Gentlemen, ) ſtill J ſap, that well 
cannot be gainfaydhow the image of O eath figured in Co- 
imos Riag, ſhauld be a Glaſſe whereby to direct his acti⸗ 
ans; that the Pagans who builde their blilTe in the lweete 
conceitof Fame, vled the picture of Death as a reſtraiut co 
all fo2 wird Follies, Alexander when bee named himſelke 
the Sonne of Iupiter, was reuoked from Hereſie by the 
fight ofa dead maus Scull that Caliſtenes pzeſentep to him 
5 8 in 


Greene his Farewell to Follie. 


ina Caſket. Auguſtus Cæſar ſet on the doze of his Banket⸗ 
ting houle the Scalp ot a dead man, leaſt extreamitie ſhould 
turne Delight to ice: So Seignioꝛ Coſimo, vſe pou pour 
Miſtreſſes Fauour as a beneſite to pꝛoſtt the Pinde, notas 
a toy to pieale Fancie, Coſimo was dziuen into a dump 
with this ſodaine inſinuation of the Counteſle; as indeed he 
ſtood like the Picture of ſilence: whereat Bernardine ſmi⸗ 
ling, made the Counteſle this anſwere, 

J cannot deny (Madame) but pou lay well, vet pour Cen- 
ſure ts a little too peremptoꝛzie; neither can J gainſap, but 
ſuch a Reſolu ion would doe well in Age, whoſe ſap ſhzunke 
from the branches comkozts the (Water, but aftooꝛds no 
Blolloms z your Maires being ſiluer, bad a ſommons vuto 
Death and therfoze to be armed with Deuotion; our peares 
growen and budding foozth a reſtli le deſire to Pleaſure, 
which if we ſhould cut off with a continuall remembꝛance of 
Death, wee ſhould pzeueat Time, and metamo2phoſe our 


ſelues bp conceit, into a contrarp ſhape. The Aftronomer 


by long ſtaring at the Starres, fozgets the Globe at his feet: 

Sofearefuli was Phaeton of the ſigne in the 3 odiacke, that 
he foꝛgat his courſe : And ſo would you haue the delight of 
Youth daſht with the ſight of a Death-head, that laying a⸗ 
ſide all recreation, we ſhould fall to be flat Saturniſtes, By 
this doctrine (Madame) you would crect againe che Acadee« 
mie of the Stoicks,and make Poung men either Apathoi, to 


live without paſſions; oz elſe ſo holy, to die without ſinne. 


The Gentlemen were glad that Bernardino had made ſuch 
an anlwere: and Farncze to dꝛau them farther into talke, 
fold his wife, that he thought ſhe was dziuen to a non plus 
No ſir (qd. ſhe,) but the Gentleman miakes mee, loz J 
meane not to haue him ſs Moly as to liue without Sinne 
but ſo Honeſt, as to liue without Follies which our Flo- 
rentines ſpꝛowd bnder the ſhadomok Youth. that in deed are 
meere enemies tothe gloꝛy ot Youth, Me ſlieur Benedetto 
interrupted the Counteſſe, as one amongſt all the company 
moſt giuen to Follp, foz he was aline Courtier, and 23 
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Greene his Farewell to Follie. 
thus quicke in his reply. 


J| remember (Padame)thatYhocion tarptd at all men 
that went ſhodde, betaule bee himſelfe was cucr barekoot. 


Antiſthenes admitted no gueſt but Gcomettitians. None 


ſlupt with Calsius, but ſuch as ncuer laught: And they which 


feede pour humour, mult (though not in pearts, pet in action) 


be as old as you. 02 eile they are fondlings, But they which 
Rood at Diogenes Tub came as well to laugh as to learne: 
and we that heare you, map looncr fall a fl: pe, then follow 

your doctrines fo2 F percettie under this wozd Follp, pou 


abzidge poung Gentlemen of eucrp lawdable pleaſure and 


delight, allowing Merth in nomeaſure, valeſſe pourd our 
after your p2opo2tton : as to bunt, to hauke, to daunce, fo. 


loue, to goe cleanly,' oz whatſocuer elſe that contenteth 


Mouth is Follp, Aud thus by an induction you conclude, 


Omnia vanitas. | 
The Lavy Katherine hearing her Mother ſo ſharply fha» 
ken vp by Deſſicur Benedetto, pꝛotecting her boldueſle 


with a modeſt bluſh, made this anlwere. and ſir (quoth ſhee,) 


they which laught at Diogenes, perhaps were as fooliſh ag 
he was cpnicall : and might with Alexander whatſocuer 
they bꝛought, take a frump fo2 a farewell: My Mother lets 
not downe peremptoꝛy Pzecepts to diſallow houeſt of recre⸗ 
ation, but neceſlarp Perſwaſion to diſwade men from Ua- 


nitie: Shee ler kes not with Tullie, to frame an Ozatez in 


conceipt; with Plato to build a Common- wealth vpon ſup: 


poles; noz with Baldeſſar to figure out a Courtier in im- 


pollibilities; but ſeeing the winges of Youth trickt vp 
with Follies plumes, leekes to perſwade him with Icarus, 


' from ſoaring too high. And J pꝛay pou (qd, Benedetto,) + 
what tearme pou Folltes, womens Fancies $ No ſir, (qd, . 
hee) mens Favours : Sylermus Aſſe neuer ſaw a Uline bot. 


tle, but he would winch and pou can not heare the name ot 
Folly, but vou muſt frowne: not that you millike of it in 
thought, but that deckt in your pontificalibus, a man may 


ſhape & cetera by pour ſhadow, Benedetto let not this bit, 


ter 


% 


Greene his Farewell to Follie. 


ter blob fall tothe ground, but told her, her Latine was bes 
rie bad, and woꝛſt placſt; foꝛ & cetera was no wo2d of art 
koꝛ a Foole: but indeed he did remember Parrats ſprake 
not what they thinke, but what they ate taught. And lo, 
quoth Coſimo, pou make a bare exchange with Lady Ka- 
therine, foꝛ a Foole to deliuer aPopingay : But indeede to 


take her part in this, wee Florentines, nap moze generally, 


wee Italians oner-wile in our owne conccipt, ſtand ſo much 
vpon it, that Follie treading vpon our heeles, bids vs 
okt looke backe vnto Repentance, Seignoꝛz Farneze tae 
king Time by the foꝛehead, iumpt in with Coſimo, and ſatd, 
that not only ltalians, but other Nations whatloeuer, were 


faulty in that imagination, and that Folly was as common 


as Loue; and Leue ſo common, that hee was not a Gentle⸗ 
man that was not in Loue. And by this argument (quoth 
Coſimo, ) por conclude all Gentlemen both Fooles, and 
Louers. J reaſon not(anſwered Farneze)a coniugatis: but 
ſeeing wee are thus farre entered into the Anatomie of Fol⸗ 
lies, let vs ſpend this after · noone in diſcourſing of the fond; 
neſſe of ſuch our Countrimen, as ouer-growne with Selke⸗ 
loue.d2ownes themſelus in that Follites, which all the woꝛld 
giues vato bs as due; J meane ide: which Seignoz 
Peratio, fo2 that I know pou alwayes to haue bozne the pꝛo⸗ 
feſſion of a Scholler. Jcommit vato pour charge. Not to 
mee ſir (quoth Peratio,) J pꝛay you keepe decorum, let the 
Lady Katherine diſcourſe of that which bet beſeemeth her 
ſcx ; foꝛ it we may giue credite to men very ſkilfull and ex- 
tellent in Chzonography, the firſt paſterne of Pꝛide came 
from Eua the Mother of Women, and the Piſltrefle of that 
fault, Pou miſtake the matter(quoth the Lady Katherine,) 
Eua was obedient and ſimple, following nothing but what 
ber Huſband foꝛeſhewed and fozetaught her. Let vs leaue 
Women (quoth Farncze,) and pꝛiuiledge them a little to be 
pꝛoud; onelp Scignoꝛ Peratio touch pou the Folly of our 
Italians, and we will be ſilent auditours to pour good Phi. 
!olophie : The Gentlemen ſetled themſelues in ſilence, 
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Greene his Farewell to Follie. 


which gaue a pzoofe to Peratio, that they agreed to Farne zes 
requeſt, and therefoze he began his talke in this manner. 1 
Hs Although i Gentlemen) it hath pleaſed the Countie to | 
FJ gine mee in charge the dilcourſe of ſuch a weighty matter 
3 as the difcouerp of Pꝛide, pet I know my ſufficiencie fo 
"A farre vnable ta perfozme his requeſt, as of fozce J muſt 
Ne -craue pardon, if either mp renſures be too raſh, oꝛ verdict of- 
Ws: fenſiue : reſting therefoze in hope of pour courtious pati- 
Ne ence, thus to the purpoſe , The learned Clerkes whole cx» | 5 
206 | perience map auouch their ſayings fo2 Ozacles, affirme this 7 
83 I; . Follytodiſcend by courſe of pzopagation, as naturally its f 
5 | | ſerted into the minde of man ab ibſis incunabilis, ſetting 
VS : downe by Phyſicall reaſons, that ide doth poſſeſſe the 
NA inward ſenſes of Jnfants, as Senſum communem & Phan- 
.-, tezian, befoze any exteriour obiect can delude the ſence with 
[5.8 5 Qanitie z which Plato conſidering in his Timæo callcth it, 
X | | | Anthropomaſia, the-Scourge of man, as a vice ſo deeply 
5 1 bꝛed by the bone, as it will hardly be roofed out of the flelh 
Ne 'þ alluding the reaſon, that his aiſter Ariſtotle did fo2 the 
If; Heart, which ltuing firft, dieth laſt; So Þ2ive entring at 
Y the Cradle, endeth in the Graue. Scipio Aﬀeicanus the 
Me great, whoſe Triumphes had filled the ſtreetes of Rome 
% | with Trophes, beeing demaunded why the ſtate of Rome 
hl began to ruinate, what made him iozlake the Senate, why 
Gs | hee liued ſolitarie from the ciuill gouernment, why hee taſted 
8 not the fruites of his fezegotten Glozies : anſwered to all 


theſe demaundes bꝛiefly; Fo2 that Rome waxeth Pzoud : 
meaning, that ide as ill befitteth a Crowne, as a Cottage. a 
hat ouerthzew the Houſe of the Tarquins, but Þ1ive $ 
hat wzought the confuſion of Babel, but the Pzide of 
Nemroth? Þztde ouerthew the peme of Alexander: And 
bad not Dzide hatched Ambition, the Romanes had ne⸗ 
V || | uer bewapled the death of Pompey. To repeat a catalogue 
PAY of infinite Examples, were friuiſous :and therefozeleauing * 
this generalldiſcouery, let vs come to a moze particular dil: 
caurſe of this Follp, | | : 
Dur 
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Our Florentines, which pꝛokeſſe themſelues to be Soul- 


diers, are wedded to this vaine, as men ſhadowing the bery 
ſubſtauace of }92zide, with the two colours of Fame and Yo- 
nour: fo2 what attempts they ſeeke to atchine by Parttall 


pꝛoweſſe, what exploites thep perfozme in Warres, what 
dayes and nights they ſpend in watching either to pzevent- 


oꝛ pꝛeiudice the Enemie, ſtill claime the finall cauſe of thole 


actions, to be Fame oꝛ Honour, But who heareth the ſun · 


dꝛy and ſeuetoell bzauados our Martialiſtes make of their 
ſtrange Encounters, how cunningly thep ozdzed their 
Squad2ons, how couragiouflp they incountered the Ene⸗ 


mie, how ſtoutly thep aſlapep the puſh. of the Pike, how 
_ frrongly thep bare the ſhocke of the Þozle, what Launces 
they bzake, what <Paſſacres they made, what Stratagems 


they perkoꝛmed, what Cities they both aTanlted and ſacked % 
ſhall finde this repoꝛt ta taſte of Selle - loue; and theſe Mar. 
like indeauours, to lauour as much of Pꝛide, as either of 
Fame 02 Ponour, But graunt their allegations true, they 
couet to be kamous andhonourable pet ſhall we find the end 
ok thele vertuous imaginations, to be touched a little with 
the ſtaine of this. Folly : foꝛ the deſire of Fame aimed with 

piring thoughts ſoareth ſo high, that ſeeking with Phac- 
ton to rule aloit, his verp pzeſcription dꝛaweth them in a 
ſelfe conceipt of their owne glozies . [Pad not Haniball 
found Pxide in the hope of Fame, hee had neuer ſtaled the: 


Alpes to beſiedge Capua. Had not Alexander been “,s 
in the gloꝛy of his Nictoꝛies and Conquettes, hee had neuer 


ſighed that there was but one Moꝛls to ſubdue. Hercules 
was P2oude of his-Labours, Hector of his Combats 


with the Grecians , And to be ſhoꝛzt, the meaneſt Souldier- 


getting either Fame oz {Honour by ſundzy hardy and 
bappp attempts; glozies ſo much in the gloztous re- 
warde of his indeuour, that willingly hee paſſes his 
pꝛapoztion, and commeth within the campaſle of this 
Folly. | 


C. : Seigutoz. . 
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Greene his Farewell to Follie. 


Seignioꝛ Bernardino, who all his life time had pꝛofel. 
ſed himſelfe a Souldier, ſeeing Peratio ſo peremptoꝛzily te 
appeach his pꝛokt ſlion of Pꝛide, made thts anlwere. J can 
not thinke (Seignioꝛ Peratio,) but pour Nattuitie becing 
rightly calculated, hath Mercury lo pꝛedommant, as wee 
may cenſure without offence, that pou ate farre moze boe⸗- 


kiſh then wile, eſpecially in Barttail affap2es ; whoſe honou⸗ 


rable conceit (J lee) is ſo katre bepoud the reach of pour ca⸗ 
pacitp, that in gazing at a Starre. pou lnmbl- at a Stone; 
and in apming particularly at a Souldtier, you generally 
load him with the taulc ok the whole lezld: Are pou [a 
{imple pour [clfe, as to account every Pumour that ſttteth 
man with delight, to be ide: that the deſire of Fame and 
{onour, is nothing eiſe but Selte-louc %* Then ſir, let mee 


lap, that Mineruas Dwle was pꝛoud, fo2 petking under her 


golden Target : And that Apelles Bopes apmed at Delfe- 
loue, fo2 grinding Colours fo2 their meliters Shadowes. 


But it did not pꝛeindice the ,vatour of Themiſtocles to be 


called Coward at the mouth of Ariſtot, becauſe the foole 
was a Fidler, and knew ſcarſe a Spearc trom a Spigot : 
Neither may Souldiers take offence tobe thought Pꝛoud 
at pour hands, which neuer ſaw Battaile but in pour bookez 
and pet J cannot denp, but there be luch fancaſticke Marti⸗ 
aliſtes as you talke of, whole Tongues are moꝛe hardy then 
their Hands, aud dare ſooner ſcale the Weauens with a 
'B2ane, then anger a man witha Blow: Such Seignioz 
Peratio, as Thzaſonically countenance themſeiues with the 
title of a Souldier, compꝛehend pou within the compaſſe of 
Follp : but thoſe perſonages wbich in defence of their 
Country, and deſpight of the enemie, ſeeke after Fame and 
Honour, and Glozp in the gaine of ſuch a golden benefice 
let themtriumph in their Congueftes, aud delight them- 


lelues inrecounting thoſe fauours which Fame hath be- 


ſtowed vpon them fo2 their warlike indeauours. But fir, 
in this Diſcourſe of Pꝛide, you are partiall, and plap like 


Diogenes, who catping at the beggerp of Antiſthenes, ne- 
uet 
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uer marked the Patch on his owne Cloake. Sylenus would 


oft inueygh againſt Ozunkenneſle, with a bottle of UAine 

in his hand, Therſites appeached Menalcas of Detozmitte, 

himſelte being moſt ilkauoured: And pou lir,induce a Soul: 

dier as Pꝛologue to pour commodi:y of Pꝛide, whereas pou 

Schollers ought to be fozmoſt in the Sceane : ko hee that 
maketh but a ſtep into the Unjuerſicteof Padua, where the 
pouth of Florence chiefly flouriſh, and with a deepe inſight 
merketh the nature of our Mercurialiſtes, ſhall find as fitte 
a harbour fe2 Jzide vnder a Schollers Cappe, as buder a 
'Douldiers Helmet; and that as great Selfc-lone lurkech 
ina ſide-Gowne, as in a ſhozt Armeur , Tell mee (good 
Seignioz Peratio,) Is not Mercurie as atrogant, as Mars 
is pꝛelumptuous: the one is figured with Wings, as be» 
wꝛaping his dlppzing thoughts; the other pictured in Ars 
mour, as impozting a Reſolution % Turne thep not ouer 
many Leaues $ Read they not large Nolumes : Conſume 


they not long time: Apply they not their Wittes & ils, 


ſome in A ſtronomie to gaze at the Starres, ſome in Phy⸗ 
ſicke to ſearch out the nature of Simples, other in the Pa- 
thematicks to wozke out Metaphyſicall experiments; euery 


a particularitie in euery Art: ſpending all his life, to haue 


the wozld gine a plauditp of their Studies: Js not this, 
(Seignioz Peratio) a tickling humour of Selfe-lonegthat 
may bing Schollers within the compaſſe of ide: Tullic 
gadded the ſtrees of Rome, that the people might call bim 
Pater Paitrie. Demoſtenes tooke luch a conceit of his Elo. 
quence, that hee walked vp and downe Athens to haue the 


Citizens ſap, Hec eſtille Demoſtenet. Plato was ſo Pꝛoud, 
that he ſcarce thought Ring Diony ſius his fellow; and not 


onely in Learning, but in Life and Apparell ſo neate, that 
Diogenes ſceing a bzaue Courſier richly decked with gol- 
den Crappers, demaunded of him, when he was in Cumxo/ 
as taking the Hozſe fo2 one of Platoes Qiſciples z And J 
thinke yee Schollers of Padua, haue ſo long read Platoes 
Wozkes, that pe taſte ot Platoes Wanities; I meane * of 
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5p Greene his Farewell to Follie. 


| his Whyloſophy, but of his Follies : Foz now he beareth no 


touch in Padua, that can not as well bꝛaue it with Plato, as 
reaſon with Plato: that couet as well to imitate Ariſtotle 
in the lumptuoulne ſle of his Apparell as the ſubtileneſſe of 
his Arguments z thathath not a Tayloz as well to picture 
out his iineaments, as a Stationer to furnich out his Libꝛa⸗ 
rie:  Therefoze Seignis2 Peratio, looke to your owne 
Laftz meaſure not the length of an other maus Fooce by 
your owne Shoe, but ioyne the-Sonldier and Scholler in 
one 8 and then the pꝛemiles equall, conclude how 
you lift, 

Seignioꝛ Farneze and the reſt, ſmiled at the ſharpe re 
ply of Bernardino; and among the reſt, Peſſieur Bene- 
detto galled Peratio with this gleeke. By mp fapth 
(Gentlemen) Seignioz Bernardino in mp opinion, bath 
done well, not onclp in his defence of a Sonldier, but in 
his Satpꝛicall inuectme - againſt Schollers , -wzeſting 
argumentum coniuctum againſt Peratio himſelfe i J hope 


fir, pou are a Batcheler, and therefoze this kinde ok phꝛaſe 


giues the tefle offence, Peratio thought to puſh him with 
the Pike, as hee had hitte him with the Launce, reſem⸗ 
bling the fall of Hector, who while he vnarmde Patreclus, 
was vnhozſed himſeife , Peratio ſomewhat cholericke, and 


not well able to bzooke the frumpe bt Benedetto, was thus 


rough with him. , 

Palle Courtier, I am glad you keepe ſo good a decorum 
as to letthelightnefle of your Þead, and lauichne ſſe of peur 
Follies, ſo well coagree in eode tertio: ou take Bernar- 


dinos part, but when the Gentleman ran lo merry a deſcant 


on the Pꝛide of Schollets, bad hte by hap but glancſ at the 
gaudineſſe of pour Apparell, be had ſpoken fatre moe ttue⸗ 
rently of Schollers then he did: Fo2 you Florentine Cour⸗ 
tiers; nay ta be flat, wee Florentine Gentlemen, (to bꝛing 


my ſelfe within the ſame pꝛedicament, ) diſcouer our ſelues 


to be the very Aaatomies of Pꝛide: fo he that marketh our 
Follies in being paſſing humozous fo2 the chopſe of m 
| | ire 
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rell, hall finde Ouids confuſed Chaos, to affoozy à multi- 
tude of defuled Tnuentions. It was obiected to Cæſar fo 
a fault in his pouth, that he euer bſed to goe vntruſt: and we 
tount it a gloꝛp, by a careleſſe cloathing of our ſclues, to be 
counted malecontent, Sardanapalns was thꝛuſt from his 
Empire, fo2 that hee was a lisle Effeminate: and we ſtriue 
ts be counted M omanilh, by keeping of Beautie, by curling 
the Haire, by wearing plumes of Fethers in our Hands, 
which in Narres our aunceſtoꝛs woze on their Peads; they 
feared of men, wee to be fauoured ot women. Alexander fell 
in hate of his Macedons, beeing the Monarch ot the whole 
wwozld, fo2 wearing a Perſian roabe imbꝛoidered wich Goldt 
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And wee Florentines, that are ſcarſe maiſters ol one Towne, 1% 

ſo decke our ſelues in coſtly Attyze, ſo rich and ſo vate, that | I 

did the Macedons liue and ſee pur follies, they would grant =! 

Alexander ta weare his Roabe without enuie, as a-p2int- IN. 

; ledgerYeanowadayes, Cime bath bzought Pꝛide to ſach: 18 

erfection in Italie, that we are almoſt as fantaſticke as the 6 

| gliſh Gentleman that is painted naked, with a paire of : | 8 
; Sheeres in his hann, as not being reſolued after what faſhi- 17 Rn 

on to haue his Coat cut. . Kr 


In truth, quoth Farneze (to digreſſe a little from your 
matter) J haue ſcene an Engliſh Gentleman ſo defuſed in 
bis ſutes-; his Doublet being fo2 the weare of Caſtile, his 
Hole fo Venice, his Oatte foz France, his Cloake fo Ger- 
me, that hee ſeemed no wap tobe an Engliſh man, but by 
the karre. ? | . 

And, quoth Peratio, to this are wee Florentines almoſt 
growne : fo2 wee muſt haue our Courteſies ſo cringed, our 
Conges delivered with ſuch a long accent, our Speeches lo 
affected, as comparivg-our Conditions with the Lives of 
our aacefto2s, wee ſeeme ſo farre to differ from their fozmer 
effate, that did Ouid liue, hee would make a ſecond Meta- 
morphoſis of our eſtates, No maſſe Benedetto, are not 
you and the Scholler, fellow compeers in Follies : Math not 
Pꝛide taught the one as W as the other: Are 
| C 3 not 
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not Courtiers as pꝛoud of their Coats as we of eur Books? 
Nap Gentlemen, not Souldicrs, Schollers, and Courtt- 

ers onelp, but all other eſtates whatſozuer, are compziſed 
withia the compaſſe of our Fnquilition, and map verp well 
and rightly be appeached of this Follp, . 

But Seignioꝛ Peratio, quoth the old Counteſſe, That, 
doe you thiuke euety one (929d, that weareth coſtlp Appa- 
tell: No Badam, quoth Peratio,neither doe Ithinke, but 
virp Beggers haue their ide; and therefoꝛe appoynt the 
leat of this Folly in the Heart, not in the Habit: to2 as the 
Coule makes not the Moncke, noꝛ the Grap weede the Fri⸗ 
cr; ſo ſumptuous Attire pzocureth not alwayes ꝛeſump⸗ 
tion, neither doth ide euer harbour in Silkes : Pzxide + 
looketh as low as the Cottage; and Pouertie hath his con⸗ 
ceit tainted with Selfe-loue. Crates was moze pꝛoud of 
bis Scrip and Mallet, then Creſſus of all his ?Uealth. 
Plato had ſuch an inſight into the peeuiſh P2ide of Dioge- 

nes, that hee durſt ſap, Calco ſuperbiam Diogenes. The 
Begger Irns that haunted the Pallace ot Penelope, would 
take his eaſe in his Inne as well as the Peeres of Ithaca. 
Thoughts are not meaſured by extetiour effectes, but by 
inward affectes, Roabes made net Agathocles leaue to 
8 d2inke in Earthen veſſels; but Ragges ſhꝛo vded a pꝛoud | 
minde in Eubulus, that preſumed to call him the ſonne of a | 
J9otter : Tis as bad aconſequent to call a King ꝛoud fo2 
his Treaſure, as a BeggerPumble fo? his want: and there⸗ 
foꝛe (in my opinion) from the King to the Begger, noeſtate l 
is free from this Folly, But P1ide as the pꝛedominant quas f 
litie ineuery (cx, degree, and age, challengeth in euety ones „ 
minde ſome ſpeciall & particular pꝛerogatiue. To confirme a 
which, (Gentlemen) if you willgitte mee leaue, J will re- a 


* 


hearſe poua pleaſant Hiſfo2ie, The Countie, and the reſt of E 
the Gentlemen and Ladyes, deſirous to heare Peratios tale, ci 
ſetled themlelnes to ſilence, and he began in this manner. a 
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>a [bile the Citie of Buda remapned if 
tree from the inuaſton of the Turke, | | 
| and was one of the chiefe Pꝛamon⸗ 1 
/ & toꝛies of Chtiſtendome, there reig- 
d ned as King Tohannes V adiſlaus, 
a man ſo poſlcſed with happineſle 
in the pꝛime of his pouth, as it lees 
Y med the Starres in bis natiuitie 
had conſpired ta make him foztu» 
nate. By Parentage ropally and rightly diſcended from the 
auncient Rings of Hungaria; by birth, ſole Ring and Mo⸗ 
narch of all the Tranſalpine Regions; Nature had ſo curi - 
oufly-perfozmedhis charge iu the lineaments of his body, 
and the Planets by happy aſpects fo carefully tnriched his 
minde with ſundzy giftes, as it was in queſtion which of all 
theſe might chalenge by right the ſupꝛemacie. But as the 
pureſt Chytiffall hath his ftrakes, the cleareſt Skie his 
cloudes, the fineſt Die his ſtates; ſo Vadiſlaus amidſt all 
thele golden legacies bequeathed to him by Nature, Fo2- 
tune, and the Gods, had pet ablemiſh darkened all the other 
gloꝛies with diſgrace : Foꝛ his minde was lo puffed vp with : | 
- adiſdainefull kind of Pꝛide, that hee purchaſed not onelp - ” 
a ſpeciall enuie of his Nobilicte, but a generall hate of his 
Commons : ſeated thus by his owe conceipt, in a ſecure 
content, although in very deed daily ſtanding vpon thoꝛnes; 
{o2 that the liues of Rings pinched with Ennie, are as bꝛit⸗ 
tleas Glaſſe; hee thought Foztune had been tyed to his 
thoughts in a ffriag, and tha: the Foze-head of Time, had 
been 


— 


So 


— — 


— 


YA 


Pa} \ 1 12 = 
n 


* 


SOFAS 


* 


— - 0 — w HT as wo — 
w « < ww A _—&. — ws A K — = 4 W 43 as 9 — 2 * * 
= i.” N AC *% % = 2 * * 
7 (LT 4 
r owt Shia &\ \ . 
= * wa & ws SLF8 — * e tg 
2 _ — . * 
" = I — mewn —.— ” 4 


— 
* 
% 2 


— & 2 
AS 
— 


J 


n 5 — 
— > «x 
DI 
\* S * % 
— VAR 


* - 


— 
VASP; (9) 


A 9 | 
\ ECAASE 


Greene his Farewell to Follie. 


veen furrowed with no Wzinckles, that Rings might com · 
maunde the heauens; and that ſuch Ponarches as hee, 
might attempt with Xerxes) to tie the Dcean in Fetters: 
Duc erperience taught him, that the counterfait of Foztune, 


was like the picture Ianus, double faced ; in the one pꝛelen⸗ 
king F latterie, iu the other Spight: That Time had two 


CUinges; the one plumde with the feathers ok a Doue to 


fozeſhew Peace, the other with the pennes of an Eagle to 
denounce Narres: that Rings might determine, but God 


Dilpale : that a Scepter was no warrant fo pziuiledge 
them from-miſfo2tune : that.euery Bliſle hath his Bane ; 
that euery Pleaſure hath his Paine: and euery dzam of De⸗ 
light counterpoiled with a whole tunne of Piſerie. But in 
the bloſſoms of his youth, when Sclte-loue tickled him ſoꝛ⸗ 


ward to auerweene ok his owne.eſtatez Conſideration, the 


enemie to vntimely Atcempts, had nat trade on his ele; 


but taking the raines of Liberty in his hands, he ranne with 


Phaeton headlong into his owne miſfoztune : Fo2 on a day, 
28 oft hee deſired to delight bis ſenſes with the fragrant 
verdure of the Meades, intending ta be lolitarie, fo2 hee ha« 


ted diſpozt, in that hee ſcoꝛnes any of his Nobilitie ould 


deate him company; hee paſſed ſecretly out at a Poſterue 


gate, onely arcompanied with one ofhis Nobles, Whom as 


man gif all the reſt, hee admitted into pꝛinat familtaritie; 
an Carle hee was, aud called Selydes, and went to a Groue 


hard adiopning to the Pallace, where in an Arbour that Wa ⸗ 
ture without the helpe ol Art, had malt curiouſiy wꝛought, 


he paſſed away part of the day fn melancholp medetations: 
at laſt, tickled with a deepe conceit of bis owne {Happinelle, 
commanding his Noble-man e part, he began thus to ſooch· 
himſelle in his owne Follies. 


Haſt thou not heard Vadiſlaus ; nay tall thou not know. | 


that Riags are Gods: And whp "Gods? 2 becauſe they are 
Kings; that a Crowne contapneth a wozle ot Pleaſures, 
and Foztune euer ſloopeth at the fight of a Scepter : that 


the maieſtie of a Pꝛince is like the lightning from the Eaſt, 
and 


n 
li 
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and the thzeats of a Ring, like the noyſe ot Thundet? Whac 
ſapeft thou Vadiſlaus, are Rings Gods? Mbp doeſt thou 
lo much abaſe thy lelfe + Rings are moze then Gods; fo2 
Jupiter fo; all his Deitte, was glad to reigne a petty Ring 


in Creete ; Saturne ſued fs2 the Diadem of Italie; both 


Gods, il Poets ſay true: and pet both infetiour vnto' thee 
in Crowne and Kingdeme. The Tranſalpine Regions 
that bozder vpon the Rheine, are thine: thou art ſole Ring 
in all thoſe Dominions. The Starres feares to croſſe thee 
with anp contrary aſpect : the Temple of Peace opens her 
Gates at thy pzeſence : rich chou art, featured thou art, fea * 
red thou art, happy thou att: conclude all that may be ſapz 
either of Þoneur, Favour, oz Foztune : a Ring thou art 
Vadiſlaus; pea, ſo ſurelp ſeated in thy Ponarchy, as div the 
IÞeauens appoſe themſelus again thy pzoſperitie and hap⸗ 


pine ſſe, their ſpigbt were in vaine to determine thy ruine 


and oucrthzow : Therefoze Vadiſlaus, hing uot Contempt 
to ſuch a ropall dignity by too much Familiarity ; Dildaine 


ina Ning, is the figure of Maieſtie: tis glozious fo2 Pin- 
tts to let their Subiects feare at the thoug ht of their So⸗ 


ueraigne : Oo then Vadiſlaus, let this tenſure be ratiſted, 
and from hence - ooch vſe thy Nobilitie as nece ſſary mem⸗ 
bers to perfenmne thy commaunde; but foz Companions, 
none (Vadiſlaus) but Rinks, At this he ſwelled, and being 
dꝛuncke with the dꝛegges of his omne Follp, dt Krous to be 
ſoothed in this imaginotion, he called bnto him the County 
Selydes,vnto whom he vitered theſe wozds, 

Thou ſeeſt Sclydes, Jama Ring, to be feared of men. be« 
cauſe honoure d ot the Gods; tell mee freely without flat- 
terie, MAhat doeſt thou thicke cither of mee, 02 of my go- 
ternement % The County who all his life time had been a 


Courtier, and pet neuer lcarned, no2 loued (with Ariftip- 


pus to be Dion ſius Span(ell, )craucd pardon ofthe Ring: 

which being granted, he framed his talke in this manncr, 
J can not dtuy( mighty Soueraigne) but Kings are Gods, 
in that they ought to reſemble their Deities in gouernment 
| X a and 
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and Certue ; but pet as the fayꝛeſt Cedar hath his Watcr- 
doughes, the richeſt Margarite her fault, and the ſweeteſt 
Roſe his p2ickle : ſo in a Crowne is hidden farre moze care 
then content, fo2 one moment of perfect eaſe, a whole moneth 
of diſquiet thoughts, that were the perils apparant chat are 
hid in a Diademe, hardly would Ambition boaſt in ſuch tri: 
umphes ; the Gold of Tholoſſe gliſtered, and pet it was 
fatall : Scianus Pozle was fapꝛe to the epe, pet vnlucky : a 
Scepter beſet with Stones is beantifull, but dangerous: 
Rings (my Liege) are men, and thorefoze ſubiect to mille, 
moꝛtall, and therefoze bondſlaues vnto Foꝛtune; and pet the 
title ofa Crowne oft puffeth vp their mindes ſo with pꝛide, 
as foꝛgetting themlelues, they ſodainly pꝛoout infoztunate 2 
Polycrates ſo ſwelled in the conceit of his happineſle, as he 
thought the Heauens could not countermaund his pꝛolpe⸗ 
riciez pet experience taught him, that Time and Foztune 
ſtood on a Gloabe, and therefs2e mutable : that the calmefl 
Sea hath his Ko2mes, and the higheſt eppes fo Felicitie, 
the deepeſt fall to Miſtoꝛtune 1 Fox the beginning of his 
youth was not ſo pꝛoſperous, as the endof his age was tra · 


gicall, Nero was p26ud, and therefeze tyzannous; fo2 the 


one is a conſequent to the other, and ſo by p2ide loſt boch lile 
and Loꝛdſhip: Rings (my Liege) haue found this by expe» 
rience, and haue feared to make p2oofe of it by tryall: ſo that 
Philip had-a Boy to put him in minde of his moꝛtalitie. 
Alexander would be called the Sonne of Jupiter z but Cali- 
ſtenes made him denp ſuch arrogancie in Babylon. Creſus 


was pꝛoud ofhis pelfe ; but Solon puld downe his plumes 


by pzeferring By ton beſoꝛe him in happinefſe: Rings heads 
are not impalled with fame fo2 that they are Kings, but bes 
cauſe they are Uertnoug, Auguſtus Czſar was not famous 
foꝛ his Empire, but fo2 his Clemencie. Scucrus was not 
abꝛonicled fo2 his Treaſure, but fo2 his Juſtice. Antonius 
Pius had not his Picture plaſt inthe Tapitoitbecauſe of his 
Stepter, but koꝛ that he was Mercifull. So mp Lo2d to 
your queſtion, I chinke paut Paieſtie a King is deed with 


re 
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large Dominions, and honoured with ropall tytles sf Digs 
nitie; and it fitteth not a Dubiect to miſſike of his Pzinces 
gouerument : oneipthis I conclude,andthis I hartily wiſh, 
that your Þighneffe may liue fauoured of the Gods, and 
boued and honoured of Pen. Pee that bzuſeth the Dliue 
tree with hard Iron, ketcheth out no Dple but Mater; and 
hee that pꝛickath a pꝛoud Heart with perſwafions, dzaweth 
out onely Hate and Enuie. Foz Vadiſlaus ſo grudged at 
the frieudly aduertilements of the County Selides, that 
choaking bis choler with filence, hee made no reply, but 
went home tothe Palace : where, foꝛ the receit ot a F iſb, 
thinking to repay a Scozpion, hee whetted dis thoughts 
onely on reuenge. Aud Foztune, who ſtillthought to fauour 
him in his follies, ſoothed him with ſurcefſe in his enuie, that 
rayſing him to the higheſt ſphere of Selfe-conceit, ſhe might 


thzow him downe to the lo weſt center of Diſpaire: foz many 


dayes had not paſt befoze (by ſome ſinifter meanes) hee had 


was found faulty by faiſe witnefſe in a penall Dtatute, that 
his Goodes were confiſcated vnts the Kinges vle, his 
body exiled info Germanie, and his onely Daughter (fo2 one 
and but one hee had) as a diltreffed Uirgin, was bereft 
at once both of Parentes and Patrimonp, The Countie 
arming his thoughts with patience, againſt the deſpighe of 
Foztune, counting it good connſaple to make a vertue of 
neceſſitie, left his Daughter in ſtead of a Dowie to inrich 
her marriage, fatherip doctrine to increaſe her manners: foy 
giuing her Copne that enuie had reft, leauing her Aduice 
and Counlaple that experience had taughtz counting it moze 
happineſle to haue his Daughter pꝛoue wiſe then wealthy; 
as preferring the gifts of the Minde, farre befoze the goods 
of Foztune : parting thus from his onely Child, from his 
Friends, and from his Country, hee could not but ſoꝛtow; 
and pet in ſuch meaſure, as diſpaite could take no aduantage 
of his paſſions, The Lady, ” made ofa moꝛe tender com · 
2 


plexion, 


w2ought lo with the reft of his Nobilitie, ir the Countie 
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plexion, let looſe the fountaines of her teates; and hauing 
taken het farewell ot her Father, lamented his cafe, as larte 
as the reach of her eye could keepe the Barke wi hin ken; 
alter the Ship was out of ſight, and ſhce left elone and com⸗ 
koꝛtli le onthe ſboare, (hee began alter this manner to tom. 
plainc with her ſelfe. | | 
Diltreſſed and ſoxrowfull Mafia; (for fo was her name,) 
where (h::l:.c<0u begin to recount thy griefes, oz make an 
end of thy diſpapzing fozrowes i the pꝛune of youth, which 
to othets isa Dommer of good happe, beeing tothee a fro» 
fre Cl inter of milfoxtune ? Now bvoeth experience teach 
thee fo2'trueth; which earſt thou accountedft foz a Fable: 
tat the privilerge of Honout, is ſcaled with the ſignet of 
Time: that the higheſt degrees, baue not the ſureſt ſeates: 
that Nobilitie, is no warrant againſt imiſþh:ppe : that the 
bigheſt Cedars are blaſted with Lightning, when the lower 
Oꝛubbe wanes not with the Wlinde: \malf Bzookes bubble 
foo2th ſilent Streames, when greater Seas are troubled 
with Tempeſtes : Eauie, pea Enuie, the very Caterpiller 
of Content, ſpareth the touch ofa Cottage, when hee inde⸗ 
uours the ruine of aPallace z hee ſcoꝛneth a Begger, when 
be ſtrikech a King; and vouchſafeth not to checke Poucrty, 
when hee giueth Honour the mate. Then Mzſia,uGat rea- 
fon haſt ih au tobewaple thy pꝛeſent fall, and not rather to 
 lopat (hy future hap : accuſe not Fates o Foztune, as thy 
foes; when their deſpight redounded not to thy lolle, but thy 
liberty: whilome thou wert Honoutable and therefoze ſcare: 
kullznow thou art pooze,and therefoze ſecure : alare vt ſilt Ne, 
feare of n:fhappe diſquieted thy ſlecpes in a jIallace ; now a 
guict content ſhall afoeꝛd thee ſweetc ſlumbers in a Cottages 
there didſt thou ſigh in Silkes, heete mayſt thou ſing in Ruſs 
let; there Robility was tounte tp let with care, beere po- 
| uertꝝ is inriched with quiet. Then Mzſ1a,chaage thy affecti⸗ 
: | ons with thy foztunes, liue av though thou wett boꝛne povze, 
aud hope as one aſſured to die rich: lo there is no greater 
honour than quiet, uo no greater trealurc than content: But 
. atis 
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alas my Father, mint aged Father, S arte had ſhee vltered 
thele wozds, but griefe pꝛeleuted ſuch a heape of diſtreſſed 
thoughts. that either the Peart muſt burft by lmoothering 
ſuch ſcalding lozrowes, oz eife the Toague @ Eyes relo! ue 
vaco}Plainces and Teares, 

Ah deſpixhtfull and iniurious Foꝛtunc (q toth bee, )well 
dio Zeuxes paint thee blinde, and pet without a Uale, as 
hauing thine Eyes not couc red with a Lawne, but darkoned 
with deſptght : the Froſt nippeth the Budde, when he ſpa- 
xeth the Root: the Gods ſlaethe Bꝛattes ot locaſta, but 
ſpared Ocdipus : the wiinckles of Age ſhould be warrants 
of weale; the iluer {)32ires ſhould be picoges of Peace. 

But Fiende 02 Furte (as thou art,) thou haſt thxeatned mp 
Father with a contrary malice, in the Cradle giuing him 
fweete Dyꝛops; at the Graue pꝛeſenting him with bitter 
Potions : in the pꝛime of his youth bztag him a fleepe with 
Ponour, in the end of his dayes diſquicting his thoughts 
with Pouerty , Silence Mæſia, leaſt Foxtune hearing thy 
complaints, top in her owne ( pinht, and tryumph in thy ſoꝛ⸗ 
rowesz the fweetelt ſalue of miſhap is Patience; and no 


greater reuenge tan be offered Foꝛtune, then to reſt content 


in P:lerie : Teares are no cures fo2 Diltrefle, neither can 
thy pzeſent plaints pleafure thy abſent Father i then Mæfia, 
comfo2t thy ſebe, and what time thou ſhouldeft beſtow on 
dilcourſing thy P.ſfo2tanes, ſpend in Oziſons tothe Gods, | 
to redzelle thy Fathers cares, and reuenge his inturies :and 
vpn this reſolution ſhe reſted, and fo2 that ſhe would keepe 
a decorum, as well in her aftire as in her actions, the put 


off yer rich Roabes, and pu: on homely Rigges; tranſts). - 


ming her thoughts with her apparell, trauelled from the 
Court into the Country; where ſeeking fo2 ſeruite, ſhe had 


uot paſled long, betoze ſhe met with a wealthy Farmers ſon, 


who handlome ly deckt vp ia his ho- day Hoſe, was going 
very m mnerly to be wem in ia a Mice-daunte; and as 
neere as I can gelfs, thus he was apparelted: Mee was a 
tall LO ouch titant mide with a good indifferent face, 
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Greene his Farewell to Follie. 


hauing on his head a Strawne hatte ſteeple-wiſe, bound as 
bout with a band of blue Buckram hee had on, his fathers 
beſt tawny wozſted Jacket: fs7 that this dayes exploit ſtood 
vpon his credit; bee was inapaire of Hoſe of red Rerfie, 
tloſe truſt with a Poput afo2zez his Pother had lent him a 
new DPufflerio2 a Napkin, and that was tyed to his Girdle 
foꝛ looſing ; hee had a paire of arutſt gloues on his hands, 
as ſhewing good-huſbandzyg and a Pen and Tnckhozne at 
bis backe, fo2 the Young man was a little Bookiſh z his 
Pompes were a little too heaup, being trimmed Dtart-vps 
made of a paire of Boot-legges, tied befoze with two white 
Leather thongs : thus handſomely arraped, fo2 this was 
his Sunday \ate, hee met the Lady Mæſia, and ſeeing her 
ſo faire & well fozmed, farte paſſing their Country Maides 
in pꝛopoꝛtion, and nothing differing in Apparell, bee ſtoop 
balfe amazed as a man that had ſeene a Creature beyond his 


tountty conceit; and in deed ſyee was paſſing faire, foz this 


IJ remember was her deſcription : 
Fer ſtature and her tape was paſsing tall, 
| Diana-like, when longſt the Lawnes * gocs: 
A ſtately pace like I when ſhe braucd, 
The Queene ef Heauen fore Paris in the Vale: 
A Front beſet with loue and Maieſtic, 
A Facelike louely Venus when ſhe bluſſit, 
A ſeely Shepheard ſhould be beauties iudge: 
A Lip ſweete ruby red,grac'd with delight: | 
Her Eyes two ſparkling Starres in Winter night, 
When chilling froſt deth cleare the azurd sk ie: 
Her Haires in treſſes twind with threeds of Silke, 
Hung wauing downe like Phabus in his prime: 
Her Breaſtes as white as thoſe two ſnowy Swannes, 
That drawes to Paphos Cupidt ſmiling Dame: 
A Foote like Thetit, when ſhe tript the Sands, 
Io ſteale Neptanys faugur with his ſteps: 
In fine; a peeee deſpight of Beauty framd, 
To ſee what Natures cunning could affoord. 


Thus 


I SiS. F 


Greene his Farewell to Follie. 


Thus J haue heard the Lady deſcribed: and this her 

. vare foꝛme dꝛoue this Country pouth into this maruelous 

admiration, at lat Mzſia ſeeing the pooꝛe fellow in a maze: 

after ſalutation done as country-like as ſhe could, and yet | 
foo courtly foꝛ his calling, ſhee enquired of him if hee ku w i 
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any good and line ſt Mouſe, where ſhe might be entertained We 
into leruice : The young man who all this while had tarde | We 
ber in the face, told her that ſhes came in pudding time, foz | 413; 
bis mother wanted a ame, and if ſhe could take any paines, is 
no doublt ſhee ſhould finde a Houle fic fa her purpoſe : And Oy 
(quoth hee) I haue ſuch good hope that you will pꝛoue well, | 117 
that although this day J chould haue been fozeman in a ITY 
Map-game, pet J will rather marre the Play, then pour 77 
Parket, and ſo will turne backe to lead pou the way to our — 
Pouſe. Mæ ſia gaue him thankes, and togeather they ment * 
to his Fathers; where after the young ſpꝛingall had talked us 
a while with his Mother, (foz he was his Fathers eldeſt | 
Sonne, the good Wife had ſuch liking of the Payde, that 
thee gaue her an earneſt ÞPenup to lerue her fo2 a peare, 
and ſo hired her befoze the Conſtable , Mæſia being thus 


honeftly plaſt, by her good behauiour grew into ſuch fauour | 
withall the houſe, that the olde fooles-began to thinke her a | 
fit match foz their eldeſt Donne, and in this hope vſed her 
mariailous well. Butleauiagher to her Country content, 
At laſt to Vadiſlaus, who hauing nom glutted Enuie with 
| Renengein baniching the good Earle, pearked ſo high with 

| Danidas Patrat, that at the laſt hee fell ts the grounde : 
Foꝛ ꝛide had taught him this pꝛinciple, that Pꝛinces wills 

were Lawes,and that the thoughts of Kings could not erre; 
Diſdaine and Contempt, two monſters of Nature, had ſo 
ſotted his minde with ſelfe-lone, that as his actions grew 

to be fnſolenc, ſo his gouernment began to be tyꝛannous, 
tommaunding (as Fancie wild bim) to affect, not (as Jullice 

witht him) to affoozd: Hee ſought not with Auguſtus to be 

called Clemens; but with Tarquin to glozy in the titie of 

| Superbus : alluding the diſlike which Virgil wzote in the 
; 5 | pꝛaple 
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Greene his Farewell to Follie. 


{| | pzapſe of Cæſar ts himſcife , Dinſum imperium cum Toue 
| FE Ceſar habet. Met would not with Phillip, be called Partially 
| | but with Alexander be honourcd as the ſonne ot Ammon: 
Dee ſought not ts lic in his Thzone with a bzanchof Palme, 
to gouerne with peace; but vled aSwozd as a Dcepter to 
rule with conſtraint , Long he did not contiuuc in this life, 
but that he grew in moꝛtall hate with his ſubicctsz the pooze 
| Commons grudged and groned bnder the burden of his 
# cruelty, the Nobilitp began to conſider with themſi lacs, that 
mo2e did the Nate of Rome ruinate in one yeare under the 
gouernment of the Emperour Calygula, then it pzoſpered | 
172 15 in many under the vercuous regiment of Traian: that moze } 
: — Bloſſoms die the fir nip in a mozuing, then the heate of the i 
Sunne can reutue in a whole dap; and moze herme doth the 
pꝛide of a Ring in a moment, then good Hollicie can reſtoze 
in a moneth : whereupon they pecermined to koꝛe warne him 
of his Follies, and to perfwade him from that courſe of lite, ; 
which would in time, bzing the Common-wealth to mil - 
chiete, and himſelte to miſfo2tune ; finding ft time and op⸗ 
poztuniep, with a generall conſent they began to diſſwade 
him from his preſumption z but Vadiſlaus, who bꝛookt not 
to be countermaunded bp any ol his Nobles, returnde them 
this ſcoꝛnfull anſwere. | 
Pp Loꝛos as the Sunne is ſet in the Heauens. ſs Rings 
are ſeated vpan Earth: the one too Glozious an obicti fox 
euery eye to gaze at; the other too full at Me ſtie to2 any 
man to tontroule. The Moolte had his ſkinne pulled ouer 
| | his eares fo2 p2ping ints the Lions deune : the actions of 
| | P iinces are like the Pearles of Arabia; the one too coſtly 
| toz every Marchant to pꝛiſe, the other too honourable fo2 
euery baſe perſon ta cenſure of. Dare the pꝛoudeſt Birde 
beare wing againſt the Eagle * Js not the pꝛint ot a Lions 
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ll | | | claw aſeale of his ſafefp, and the very title; nap the very 
© thaught of a Ring, a warrant of his biilfe : Teke heede my 
2X... L o2ds, let the pꝛtiudice ofothcrs, be a pꝛeſident fo2 you to 
fe beware. Mee thinkes the County Selydes miſhap, might 

| 4 waine 


$ — 


= 


Greene his Farcwell to Follie. 


warne pou fromprefſing too much on my fauour, Seneca 
by grudging at Neros bliſſe, procured his owne bane ; Ca- 
liſtenes checking the thoughts of Alexander, w2ought his 
owne ouerthzow , Rings muſt not be controuled, fo2 that 
they are Kings: and therefoze from hencefoc2th, doome not 
of mp doinges, leaſt , And with that he flung trom them in 
arage,as one apming at reuenge, it hcreafier they miſlikt of 
his gouernment. The Nobles (whom diſdaine has armed 
to diſpaire,) began ts murmure at the Kings wicked refs: 
lution, and either to free the Common-wealth from milerie, 
92 by attempting ſuch an enterpiiſe to pꝛeture their 8wne 
miſhappc ; amongſt them all, Rodinto a Noble man moze 
bold then the reft, burſt foo2th into theſe paſſions, 

Mp Lozds,and woꝛthy Pecres of Buda, teared fo2 pour 
Aalour, aud famous fo: pour Ticto2ies, let not the pꝛiuate 
will of ene man, bee the ruine of ſuch a mighty Ringoome 2 
Rings are Gods, then let them gouerne like Gods, oꝛ giue 
vs leaue to accornnt chem worſe then men: let the ex-mples of 
other Nations tie vs to the conſideration of cur p2eſent 
eſtate. The Achenians pzeferred the weale of their Country 
befoꝛe the pꝛide of Alcibiades : Cxſar was flaine in the Se- 
nate to2 his pꝛide, Hanniball twice cxiled Carthage fo? his 
pꝛeſumption, Dy oniſius baniſb out of Scycily fo his inſo⸗ 
lencte, Crown's (mp Lozds) are 20 Plackerds of mncker⸗ 
neſſe: Security walteth not any longer vpon a Sceptcr, 
then it is ſwayed with cquitte: a Diadem ts no longer glo⸗ 
Tious, then it is derked with Uertue z lo that occaſion p1o- 
ſentes ys adeuole p; offer, eitherbp ſoothing the Riv 7 in hig 
pꝛide to ſuffer the Tommon- wealth to pertifh ;'52 by reviing 


out ſuch a P2ince, ts ſans both eur ſelues and the Emde me. 


fromppetudice : Now mp Looes, the Baitatice !8.p02Þ 42, 
chooſe which yart pou pleaſe, 

Rodento hauing ler their bearts on fire wi iT theſe word2, 
they all conſented to recall County Selides from bat iſh ent, 
and if at the ſecoud perſwaſien the Ring would vor tek a 


be(ter courſe, to make him dale Ponarchot Buda; they were 
| noc 
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Greene his Farewell to Follie 


not lacke in their purpoled intent, but diſpatcht Letters (ee 


cretip by a ſpcedp Poſt into Germanie, which the Toun'p 


Selides receiuing, ſuſpected at the firſt, a fut ger miſchietes 


but at laſt, chzoughly ſatiſſted by the Mellenger of their 
opthfull intent, he cut ouer with as much ſpeed as might be, 


and lecretly in the night came to the houſe al Rodento, where 


be ing honourablp entertained, the next day allthe Nobles 
allembled, and there (incounſaile) told the County Selides, 
how in requitall of his exile, they meant either to ſet him in 
bis koꝛmer eſtate, oz elſe to inrich him with the benefit of a 
Crowne. The County was vnwilling to graunt to their res 
queſtes; yet at laſt ſceing veniall could not pꝛeuaile, hee con-. 


lented, and all ioyntly went togeather to the Court; where 


they found the King walking accozding to his wonted mans 
ner in his accuſtomed melancholy z who ſcarce laluting his 
Loꝛds with a good looke, pet ſtraight had eſpied the Coun ; 
tie Sclides : at whoſe ſight with a face inflamed with choler, 
and eyes ſparkling hate, hee demaunded why the Countie 
Selides was reuoked from exile : how hee durft pꝛeſume fo 


nigh to appꝛoch his pꝛeſence ? oꝛ which of his Loꝛds was fo 


bar dy as to admit him into their company $ Rodento ſyea- 
king koz the ref, made anlwere; That as the County Selides 
was baniſhed without cauſe, ſo hee might lawfully returne 
without pardon: that Offences meaſured with Enuie, were 
to be lalued without intreatie; and therfs2e did no moꝛe then 
they all pꝛeſent, were ready to iuſtiſte: And further, whereas 
his Maieſtie was ſo ſotted in ſelke-conceit that hee held Fis 


(ill as a Law, and made d metamo2phoſts of a Monarchie 


into a flat gouernment of tyzannie, they were come to per. 
ſwade his Highneſſe from luch folly; wherein if bee reſolued 
ts perlift, thep were determined not 8velp to dep2iue him of 
his Crowne and Kingdome, but vetoze his face to celebzate 
the Cozonation of Sclides. 
Vauiflaus hearing this peremptozie reſolution of his 
L 02ds, was nothing diſmapde, but with a countenance oucrs 
ſhadowed with dildaine, told them he leared not their bzaues: 
EM | Foz 


es 


TAE 


RECTAL ABT LA 


Greene his Farewell to Follie. 


Fo? (quoth hee) the tretcherous attempt of « Subtect can. 


not dilmay the pꝛincely courage of a Ring, {Uhen the ſlaues 
o: Scythia rebelled againſt their Loꝛds, they were not ſub» 


dued with Weapons, but with Wihippes, Cyrus pauiſhed 


trapto2s not with the Are to inferre death, but with a fooles 
Coate to pzocure perpetuall Hame : therefoze, my Loꝛdes, 
A charge you vpor your allegeance, take hold of that out 
law Selides, put him in pꝛiſon till dee heare further of nip 
pleaſare : and foz pour owne parts, ſubmit your ſeldes and 
craue pardon, 

The Noble-men plavde like the deafe Adder that beareth 


not the Soꝛcerers charme, neither could they be dviſſmmadey 


from their intent by the threats of a King, but followed their 


pu pole; pꝛeſently depoſed him of all Regall dignity, and 


celebzated the co2onation of Selides: Who ſeated in the 
recall Thꝛone, had no ſooner the Scepter in his hand, but 
Enuie began to grow in his heatt, and Reuenge haled htm 
on to ſeale bp his comicall ſuccefſe with tragicall-ſozrow z 
foꝛ he commanded Vadiſlaus to be pulled out of his Roabes, 
and put into Ragges; in ſtead of a Crowne, to giue him a 
Dccip; foza Dcepter, a Palmers Staffe, making generall 
p2eclamation,thatnone of what degree ſo ener, ſhould allow 


him any maintenance, but that his Jnherttance ſhould be the 


wide fi⸗ldes, and his Revenues nought elſe but charitie, 
Vadiſlaus thus at one time depoſed and metamoz2phaſed 
from a King to a Begger, was now diſdained ofthole whom 
befo2e he did (coznezand laught at by ſuch as befoꝛe he did en⸗ 
ute: the Nobilitp ſhakt him off as a tefuſe, the Commons 
vled him as a bad companton ; both topnftp foꝛgat hee had 
been their Ring, and \moothlp ſmiled at his miſfoztune. 
Vadiſlaus as a man in a traunte, beeing paſt a little from bis 
Pallace, ſeeing the place which whilome was the ſubiet of 
Mleaſure, now the obiect of Dilcontent: that where hee did 
tommaund as a King, hee was controlled as an abiect, hee 
fell into theſe diſtreſſed paſſions. 
Js Youth(the wealth of nature) ts be wzacked with euery 
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Greene his Farewell to Follie- 


Ha e monour (the priniledge of Mobility) lubicct to 
encry fail: Hath MPatcthie, that makes Vs cam peitiers 


witch tho Sods indignitp. no Warrant to graunt aifmpathp 


of chetr Detties, thet as mee arecguali.in highnes, lo wee 
mep be immoral fn {eppines % CCibp Borſt theu enter (Va- 
diſlau o nte fuch kriualaus queſtions, When thy pꝛeſent mil; 
foztune tiles chte, Rigs are but men; and cheteloze the 
per» ubs of Foztunc : An buhappy mein! habſt thou 
ton eres math as probte ſets cher downe {ez a pzinciple, 


the £0 rfiamning gle ot (elfe-loue Had ncact lyought thy 


Wolke per'ozee to a badan hatbour, Yoſt thou gouerned 
like Ou mrquitie, thou hadſt n ill ruled like a God in hos 
nour: but 132:Dc cverſmading thee a Crowne had made thee 
mozethen a Dan, hath now inducz d ume is aſlute thee, that 
thou art the ward of all men. Kings ſeots at like the roome 
that Egiſtus mag? Sttangets. wherein being placed, the 
Eare wis delighedd with melodie, the Epe with ſundzy 

cwcs of content, the Smelling with lweet ſauours: but 
ocounteructle theſe Neaſures,oucr their heads hung naked 
Swoꝛss in ſlender filyts of Silke. Which p2zocured moze 
feare, then the reſt did gelight. Mateſtte is like the triple 


firing of a Lute, which let too low, maketh badde muſtckc; 


and üretched foo high, either cracketh, oz ſetteth all out of 
tune. Foztuncg fauours re ſemble the pꝛickes of s oꝛcu⸗ 
pine, that careleſſo gaʒzed at, plcaletk the eyt and the tauch; 


þitnarrow!p handled, both hurteth che fight and the ſenſr,. 


Ah Vadiſlaus /! hav Cauſiderat ion fozetaught thee theſe vn⸗ 


timely principlgs, thou hadſt neither found the ſeatcs ok 
Rings vnſare, aieflte out ot time. rn) Foꝛtune but as ſhee 


is to all men, inconſlant. But Pride, what fay et thou of 
Dive Vadiſlaus? Was it not [1wfull fo: thereto be pronder 


then ailmen. that wert higher in dignity then all men: Might 


not a Crowne yteld ther a ſelfe tonteit in thy attions: Mat 
diddeſt thou becing a King, that belet med not a R lags Dil⸗ 
daine J cell chce, is the gloꝛp of a Scepter, and in that ſtill 


de relolute, beeſt chou neuer lo poozc in cllate; bee fiill a 
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Greene his Farewell to Follie. | | 


= Pyincein thought: {Parentage is without the tompaſſe of | 
' Foxtune; the Gods map diſpoſe of wealth, but not of birth: | | 1 
imag int thy Palmers bonnet a Dices bievem: thinke thy | 
Otaffe a Dcepter, thy grey Wreves colily Attire; ima⸗ 
ginations are as ſweeceas actions 1 And ſceing thou canſt | 
not bea King guer Nobility, be pet a Ring ouer Beggers: 1 
hold pouctty as a fleue, by thinking tby want ſtoze; and ſtill ; 
| ÞFiſdaineall, that eri veſptſcy of ali: Dioniſius was fop the a 
ſame bꝛaue minde, exile d out of his Ringoome z but hee kept 
a Schoole in Corinth, aud there aithough hee were not a 
ꝛince our men, pet bee was d King auer Bopts; andthe "fi 
fozcc of his imag:nation ſoothe'd him in a pꝛincelp content, 
Tut Vadiſlaus, neuer ſhzinke ct this ſyst, now thou art . 
moz<cthenaRing, fo2 thau art a Monarch both ouer Fates | 1 
and Foztune; and pet this pꝛiulledge is let᷑t thee, that none | 
in Buda can challenge, thou mapeſt boaſte thou haſt been a 
King; aud whoſocuergitcs thee loz almes, neuer veels him = oY 
thinkcs, fo2 he beſtowes but what once was thine, Vadiſlaus | 
arining himſelle thus with a deſperat kind of paticuce, paſ: 
ſes poozelp dilguiſez and deſpiſep thzough his owne Couns- | 
try. AndSclides ſafely ſeated in the Kingdome, atier he had ' 
ſet the affaires of the d UAealc-publike in good oꝛder, tooke all 
bis care coknow where bis Daughter was beſtowed; but 
hearing no newes where ſhe was harboured, made gcnerall 
Pꝛoclamation thꝛough all his dominians, that who ſo could 
tell newes what was become of the Lady Mafia che Kings 
daughter, ſhould be greacly aduanced in calimg, and haue a 
thouſand Crowacs fo? his paines, The Farmers ſonne 
happened to bee with bis mothers Butter at the Patket 
when this Pꝛoclamation was made, and comming home, 
told it in ſecret fo2 great newes, how that the Ring was de ⸗ 
poled from his Crowne, and Sclides created in his place, and 
that wholoener coulo teil where Mæſia was, ſhould be well 
rewarded fo} his labour. The old Farmer nodvinge his head 
at theſe newes, made anſwere; You may fee ſonne (qusth 
bee) what it is to be a great _ I ccll'pou the gap c_ 
| | 3 | 


= 


* 


SW. : ' - _ — A ' MS EW ARRAY; U — _ 9 CENA — COR. 
FF TD CE SDS EE SEE DIE > »E-> 


by 


>». 


PENN 2 i 
REES 


r 


- 
1 


| Greene his Farewell to Follie. 
of Kings couers much care; as they hane many pleaſures, 


ſa they haue mickle perils, the Ploughman hath moze eaſe - 
then a King: foz the one troubles but his body with exerciſe, 
the other diſquiets his minde with waighty affaires; J war» 5 
rant thee ite, wee haue as much health with feeding on 8 
the bzowne Loafe, as a Pꝛince hath with all his reltcates ; 4 
and J ſteale moze ſweete nappes at the Chimney copner in a in 
wecke, then (God laue his Paieſtie) the Ring doth quiet fa 
fleepes in his beds of Oocune ina whole moneth, Okt haue 6 , 
I heard my Father lay (and J tell thee our pꝛedeteſſours 5 


-  wereno fooles) that a Puſbandmen ploughed out of the | 
ground thꝛee thinges, Wealth, Health, and Quiet; which Þ| 5 
(quoth hee) is moze worth then a Rings ranſome: but tis ns 
matter, let not vs meddle wich Rings affaires, but if the 

Councell haue thought it good to put downe Vadiſlaus, hee | 
map thanke his one ]2ide ; which (Sonne learne of mee) 


— 
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| is the roote of all milchtetes ; and if they haute crowned Scli- 
2 dies, wee ſee a goodly crample, {ee that humbleth himkelke 
K ſhall be exalted : But J would J could tell where the Rings 
E Daughter were, fo2 hee that reapes Fatiour and Wealth, 
X gets a double benefite, | 
41 Mæſia who heard thelenewes of her Fathers pꝛeferment, 
V | ſmiled in her owne conceit, that Foꝛtune had made lo ſharpe 
— and ſhoꝛt a reuenge, and that now after many miſeries paſt 6 
15 ouer with patience, ſhee might not onely ſay, Dabit Deus his 
Ne | quoque ſinem, but Hee olims mæminiſſe inuabit . The remems 
ws bꝛaunce of {Donour tainted her checkes with a purple die at 
> þ 4 | the ſight of her pꝛelent dꝛudgerie, the hope of dignitie tickled | v 
>- | „ | her minde with a ſodaine joy, to thinke what a metamoꝛpho⸗ 82 
&s Would happen at her pleaſure : But when thee called to Ho! 
minde the country ſapinges of her old Paiſter, end ſaw by beg 
p2oofe how fickle Foꝛtune was in her fanours, and had con- I 
fidered what miſhap lay in Maieſtie, and what a ſecure life it | iu 
mas to liue posze, thee found Dignity ouerſhadowed with | thee 
Danger, whereas Pouerty ſlept quietly at his Plough * 
beamt: Þonour wilde her to bewzap what ſhee was; Quiet fo — 


perſwaded 


3 


Greene his Farewell to Follic. 


perſwaded her, that Content was a Ringdome , Perplexed 
thus with ſundzy thoughts, after her Þouſe was handſomes 
ly and houlwikely dꝛeſt vp, hee tooke her Spinning wheele 
to the do82e,and there ſetting her ſelfe lolitarily in the ſhade. 
Shee had not dꝛawen kooꝛth thꝛee o2 foure thzeeds, but Va- 
diſlaus (in his beggers roabes) came to the dooze, ans ſee⸗ 
ing lo neat a Country wench at her Wheele, without any 
lalutations, after his cynicall manner began to gaze on her 
btautie. The Papde taking him foꝛ no other but ſome ſtout 
Begger, as Country mapdes vſe to ſolace themſelues, be · 


gan to tartoll out a long to this effect. 


Syeete are the thoughts that ſauour of Content, 
the quiet minde is richer then a Crowne: 
Sy eete are the nights in careleſſe ſlumber ſpent, 
the Poore eſtate ſcornes Fortunes angry frowne : 
Such ſweete content, ſuch mindes, ſuch ſleepe, ſuch blis, 
Beggers inioy, when Princes oft doe mis. 


The Homely houſe that harbours quiet Reſt, 
the Cottage that affoords no Pride nor care, 
The Meane that grees with Country muſicke beſt, 
the ſweete conſort of mirth and muſicks fare, 
Obſcured life ſets downe a type of blis, 
a minde content, both Crowne and Kingdome is. 


The ſong of Mæ ſia ſomewhat touched the minde of 
Vadiſlaus, that maruapling what pꝛetty Pulition this 
ould be that had lo lweete a voyce, and ſo pithy a ditty, hee 
began to interrupt her melody in this ſoꝛt. 

Faire Papde, fo2 ſo I map teatme you beſt, in that J 
giue thee but thy due to ſay thou art beautifull; and allow 


thee a fauour inthinking theu art honest: tell mee, is this 6 


countrp Cottage thy fathers {Houle : And if ic bee, thy birth 

is ſo baſe, and thy b2inging vp ſo bad, how happe thon haſt 

kound dilquiet in Dignitie, and care containd in a C ww - 
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Greene his Farewell to Follic. 


Haft thou leene the Court, and ſo ſpeakeſt by experience, oz 
learned this Dictie as a ſong of courſe, and lo hitteſt the 
Crow by hap, Mæſia hearing the Begger lo inquilitiue, 
eſpecialiy placing his woꝛds inſuch a commaunding phaſe, 
thinking him to be no other then his rags div repozt, ſhooke 
him bp thus ſharp'p, | 

Tis toꝛ Beggers (quoth hee) whom Foxtune hath tyed 
to the curtefie of others, ts craue Almes with treaties, not 
to demaund queſtions with inquiſition; fo2 as they haue ns 
other Plackard then Pouerty, fo their Charter is ſubmiſſon 
 andlowlineſTe : what ſo euer my tongue contained, ſtep not 
thou farther then thy Scripz thou art mcanc enough, there» 
foze quiet enough; no Almes would doe thee moze good 


then a Queſtion, and therefo:e ay while mp thꝛeede is dꝛa · 


wen. and thou ſhalt haue niy devotion, | 
Vadiſlaus whoſe hide was not changed with his Aps 


yareil,told her that the vertue ot the Tree was not diſcerned . 


by the outward Barke, but by the (tiward Sappe: that the 
Lapidary might be veceined in Colours, that Roabes made 


not Kings, no2 Nagges Beggers: that Appollo bee⸗ 


ing a God, metamoꝛphoſed himlelfe, not into a Pzince, but 
to a Shepheard : that Merturie foꝛ his pleaſure, tooke the 
foꝛme of a Com- heard, te try the tabling of Bacchus: Out⸗ 
ward chewes are not inward effects, and therefoze ſhe might 
miſtake him: aud though his cloathing diſcauered Pouerty, 


his calling might be Honourable, Mæſia heating ſo well 


oꝛdkred an anſwereto come from ſuch a diſozꝛderes perſon, 
be gan to nate moꝛe narrowly the lineaments ot his Face, and 
at laſt perceined it was the quondam King Vadiflaus, but 
ſtul diſſembling what both the thought and knew, made him 
this anſwere, 

Frienve, if Þ hzne ſhot awzy., blame the Marke that J 
aymed at, and nat my Cenſure by outward how; fo2 mee 
country aydes are {a homely hꝛonght by. that wee count 
none Rings, but what weare Crownes ; and all Beggers, 


that carry Scrippes and craue Ames: Ik pour degree be 
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aboue pour bew, it was pour obne fault, and nat my folly 


that made mee lo kooliſh; mp Song, J hope (what ſo etre 
pee be) hath giuen no o ffente: Tf thou haſt been Rich, it tels 
thee what dilquiet is in Dignicp, and that the Cottage ak⸗ 
foe2ves moze quiet then a Kingdome : Tf thou wert never 
but as thou arc, then mayſt thou ſee what content is in pos 
nerty, and learne, that the Oblcure like, containeth the grea⸗ 
teſt Blifſe : Kings are men, and therefoze ſubiect to miſpap: 
Foztune is blind, and muſt either mille of her aime. oꝛ ſhoote 
at a great marke; her Boltes flp not ſo low as Beggerie, 
Ionour is pierced with euery blow: and therefoze Marcus 
Curcius that had been thꝛice Dictatoz, and as many times 
Triumnire, hid himfelle in a pooze Farme, to be ireed from 
the infurie of Foztune, 

Vadiſlaus dziuen into a paſſion with this parle, aſked her, 
why ſhe told him of the ſtratagems of Rings, ſceing her lelfe 
was a Begger % Foz that (quoth Mæſia, ) thou didſt ſcoꝛne 
tuen now, to be counted a Begger. Nap (quoth Vadiſlaus) 
fo2 that thou knoweſt, oz at the leaſt doeſt ſuſpect J am a 
Ring, Mzſiateld him, fhee had ſmall reaſon ts make ſuch 
a ſurmiſe; but de ſired that ſhee might know if hee were Va- 
diſlaus, that of late was depaſed: J am (quoth hee) the 


ſame; J tell thee Papde, cuery wap the ſame : foꝛ miſhap 


hath no whit altered my minde. Then (quoth Mzxſ1a)hath 
Foꝛtune done ill, to iopne in thee both JPouerty, and ide: 
fo either bath Repozt a Bliſter on her tongue, oz thy fall 
did inſue of diſsainfull inſolencie: Thy fault, bath been al⸗ 
wayes the fall of Pꝛinces, the ruire of States, and the vitcr 
ſubuertion of Kingomes . Dyocleſian the Romans was 
fo pꝛoud, that hee calledhimlelfe Bzother to the Sunne. end 
was the firff that euer made edict ts baue the Ferte of Em⸗ 
perours kiſt, in ſigne of ſeruile ſubmiſſion ; his ende mas 
madne ſte: The pꝛide of Pompey, was his curr: bv: the 
deſircof Kingly title, cauſed Czar fo die in the Senate 
houſe: But thy Harueſt is out ofthe Graſſe, and my Coun⸗ 
__ $ now, as aſhower of Raine doth when the 
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Greene his Farewell to Follie 


Conne is ripe: pet ſeeing pou are fallen into pouertie. let mee 
adũiſe thee how to beare it with patience. laut is not a 
depziuation of Nettue, but a releaſe of Care and Trouble, 
Epamynondas was not called halfe a God, no2 Lycurgus 
a Sautoar,becauſe they abounded in wealth, and were fl ues 
to their paſſions; but becauſe thep were Puntes, and pet 
content with ſIouerty, Then let their lines be a marke 
whereby to direct your actions; that as pou are fallen from 
Digniep by default, ſo you map line in Poverty with pati⸗ 
ence, and ſo die amoze honourable Begger, then thon dideſk 
liueaRing : And if thou marueile who it is that giues thee 
ſuch friendly counlaile, know Jam Daughter to Selydes; 
who dꝛiuen by thy iniuftice, fo this diſtteſle: although my 
Father now a King, yet J find ſuch content in pouerty, as Y- 
little haſte to exchange this life with Dignity. 

Vadiſlaus carefully marking the weight of enerp word, 
eſpecially pꝛoceeding from her whom he had iniured, bluſbed 
at the ſight o? her patience z and yet as a man whom deſpaire 
had hardned on co miſhap, nothing relented at her perſwaſf* 
ons, but in a melancholy furie flong from the dooze without 
ſaping one wo2d, oz bidding her farewell. Mæſia noting 
ſtul the peruerſe ſtomacke in the man, ſayd to her ſelfe. hat 
Folly is there greater then Pride, which neither Age ns 
Ponterty can extinguiſh : *Uhat afterward became of Va- 
diſlaus, the Annales of Buda makes not mention, but onely 
of this, that he died pooze, and yet pꝛoud. Foz Mæſia, pittp⸗ 
ing her fathers ſozrowes that he made fo2 her abſence, moze 
fo2 his content, then fo any delight in dignity, ſhoztlp after, 
che tozlovke the Country, and went to the Court. 

* 


Peratio hauing ended his Tale the whole company come 
mended his Diſcourſe, and eſpecially the old Counteſſe, 
wo not onely gaue him p2aple as a Laurell fo2 his taboursz 
but thankes. as due to him by deſerts, ſaying; that indeed 
P2ide was one of thoſe ſinnes which Nature had framed 
without change; that Foztune was a Miſtreſſe ouer other 

paſſions, 


Greene his Farewell to Folie. 


paſſions, and Time had a Pedecine fo2 other Paladies; 

_ onely Pꝛide and the Gout, hath his ſimilitude in effectes, 

that they were incureable. 

ell Mwame (quoth Barnardino,) Peratio hath done 
well; but pꝛay God be reſemble not the rich Biſhop of Cul- 
len, that pꝛeaching againſt Couetoulneſſe, had a pooꝛe mans 
Leaſe topawne in his hands, which hee vled as an infrus 
ment ts act againſt & ſutie: re is a Scholler (Madame,) 
and therekoze withinthe compalle of his owne concluſions z 
foꝛ we (ee thoſe Aaiuer ſi:ꝑ men ouercome them lelues deep» 
ly in this foliy, inſomuch that not content to be Pꝛoude at 
home, they lecke bp trauell, to hunt after Nauitie 

As F cannot (quoth Peratio,) excuſe my ſelfe, ſo Þ will 
not accuſe all generally, becauſe the pzemiſes are too pe- 
remptoꝛie that interre ſuch cenſurers : but no doubt Schol⸗ 
lers are men, and therefoze ſubiect to this fault. 

And fo be Courtiers (quoth Lady Katherine, ) fo2 you 
may (mell thetr Pride by their Perfumes. 

Tits well, (quoth Bencdetto,) that Seignio2 Farneze 
hath made an exception of Women, otherwiſe Peratio hav 
neuer made au end of his Oifcourſe, Peratio taking hold 

of Lady Kutherines talke, thought to crolle Benedetto ouer 
the thumbs,and therefoꝛe made this reply, 

Truth it is, that Tully wyit to Atticus, that the Con. 
queſt of Aſia had bzonght five notable follies into the Citie, 
of Rome; To make glozious Sepulchzcs, to weare Rings 
of Gold, to vle Spice in Meates, to alap ine with Su. 
gar, and to catry about (weete Perfumes and Smelles: 
Theſe (Meſſieur Benedetto) Tully countes Follies, and 
pee ble as Fauours : Pee thought them pꝛeiudiciall, and 
pee Courciers, count them as necefſarie : and therefoze ar- 
gue how pouliſt, I will haue pou within the compaſſe of my 
Diſcourſe, 

« can ſmile (quoth the Lady Katherine, ) to ſee how Meſ. 
fleur Benedetto thinking tu mung Mater out of a Stone, 
hath ſtumbled dn a Flint, which ſtriking too hard, hath 
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bought Fire, 
Het (quoth Coſimo) his lucke was good: fo hee burnt | 
but vis owne Cloaths , Seignioz Farneze hearing theſe 
2p blawes, bꝛooke oft their tatke at this tune, by commaun⸗ 
ou one of his men to couer fox Supper: which done, ſit⸗ 
ting dawne with his gueſtes about him, euery one plped his 
tecch moꝛe then his tongue, Benedetto excepted, who was 
ſo chafed in conceit at the Lady Katherine, that his thoughts 
ont ly were imploped after dinner how to be rcuenged: 
which indeed he perkoꝛ med in this loꝛt. | 
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[i I! he ſecond Diſcourſe 
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ter Farneze and the reſt, had ſatilſied 
8 their ſtomackes with Peate, and their 
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JN li , =47)| mindes with Pirth, Cofimo ſeting Be- 
* 8.4; aedetto ſo paſſionate, began to whet him 
Ws ©) | on to pꝛattle inthis manner. 

* | Palle Courtier (quoth hee,) to dꝛaw 


/ pou out of pouk dumps with a demaund, 


ME | | © iy J pꝛay you anſwere mee to this Queſtion: Why doe the 
> | | * RES 5 Batn'ers in figuring kooꝛth the counterteit of Love, dꝛaw 
„ her blind and couered with a Gale, when as wee ſee that in 

A | f nothing there is a deeper inſight then in Lone $ Benedetto 


1 ſceing Coſimo put kooztk this Queſtion onely to mooue 
7 talke, told him, that if hee had ſpent but as many idle bowers 


7 | about the ſubſtaunce of Affection. as he had done dapes about 
| * 1 the quiddittes of Fancie, hee wouldzwillingly have anſwered 
on | bis 
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his demaund: but ſceing twere follp fox 3 Souldier to 

teach Orpheus how to handle his Harpe, hee would anſwere 
bimas Zeuxes did King Perſius, who deſtring himto ſhew F 
how he could pzaw the picture of Enuie. pꝛelen lo byought 

him a Looking-glaſſe z wherein Perſius percetuing his 

owne phtiſnomie.viuſht. And pet fot all this, (quoth Ber- 
nardo) ſeignioꝛ Co ſimo doth not change couutenance; and | | 
vet wee alt know him to be a fouer, And thercfoze (quoth 
the Lady Franzcs) within the compaſſe of Folly z fo2 this 
J remember, that an Acrion ſapeth, Cupid was depꝛiued of 
his ſizht,not by Nature, but by Fniurte; fo2 the Sods ſum: 
moning a Parliament, whereat appeared all the heauenly 
Deittcs, Cupid by hop. oz tathtr by fatall pzeſence of the | | 
Deltenies, met with Folly, who lurcharged with ouerwee⸗ | 
ning paſſions, began to diſpute of thetr leuerall powers; the 
Bop not able to bzooke compariſens, bent his Bow, and was 
ready to diſcharge an Arrow againft Folly, but ſhee becing 
readier furniſhed with weapons, neither regarding his 
Youth, Beauty, no2 Oeitp, ſcratched out his Epes: in re⸗ 
quitell whereof, chee was by the Gods appoynted his guide. 
Chen by this (quoth Peratio)there is no lode without folly, | 
That J deny (anſwered the Lady Franzes,) fc2 true and - 
perfect loue is beponde the deitie of Cupid and therefoze 
without the compaſſeof Follie: But ſuch loue as pou young 
Gentlemen vſe, that hath as great a conkuſion of Þaſſions, ' 
as Ouids Chaos had of Simples, is that which I meane: 
in truth it is Luft, but ſhadowed with the name of Loue; | 
which rightly Euripides calletha Furie. | 

Jam glad (quoth Farneze) that wee are entered into the 

diſcourſe of Loue, fo J wil tntopne this nights wozke to be 
about the diſcouety of the very ſubſtaunce of Luſt; which 
tzowned in voluptuous pleaſures, haleth on the Pinde to 
the foule defo2med ſinne of Letcherie; a fault that we Itali- 
ans greatly uffend in: and pet the cuſtome of ſinne hath ſs 
taken awap the feeling of the offence, as wee ſhame not ots 
times, to gloꝛy in the fault, And fo2 that(ſeignio? Coſimo) | > 
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J haue knowne pou amongſt al the reſt, to be moff amezous, : 
though J muſt necdes conkeſſe alwapes honcſllp; pet fc2 [+ 
that you haue been acquainted with ſuch paſſions, Þ comme | 
the charge vnto pour bands. Coſimo leeing the company 
imile, in chat the County had tyed him to ſuch atalke, wil. 
linglp would haue ſurtendzed vp his right into an other 
mans handes; but feating to diſplesſe Farneze, and by 
(þ2incking, to diſconer where bis ſwode wzoung him arming 
himſelfe with pattence, ſeemed very content ; aud therekoze 
began to frame his ſpeach ta this manner, 

Althongh (Gentlemen) Hiparchon could play on his 
Flute, yet he wes not to diſpute of Puſſcke. in that he knew 
moꝛe by the pꝛactiſe of his Finger, then by ſkill of the Con: | 
toꝛds. Epheſtion could handle Bucephalus, but not ride 
Bucephalus. Menecas the Macedonian was à very good 
Simpler, but knew uot bow to confect a Potion; as one 
ayming af the vertueof the Hearbe, nat at the qualitie of the 
Dileaſe: So although J haue (as a nouice) gazed at the 
Temple ot Venus, pet J am not able to diſcourſe ot the Det: 
tte of Cupid: tis no conſequent, that by feeling a few pal: 
ſions, I ſhouldbe able to ſet downe pꝛinciples; oz that a 
ſparke of Fancy ſhould kindle a whole flame of wanton af⸗ 
fections : pet that J be not accuſed to be moze ſcrupulous 
then courtious, FJ will ſay what J haue heard and read of 
this Follie. The Cyriniake Pbiloſophers, as Ariſtippus, 
Metrodorus, and Epicurus, who founded their ſummum bo- 
num, in pleaſure, to-ſhadow their bꝛutiſh pzinciples with 
ſome ſhew of reaſon, dzew (as Phidias did ouer his detoz⸗ 
med Pictures) Curtaines of ſilke, that the outward Aale 

might countenance the imperfection of his Art, placing the 
ſubſtaunce of pleaſure vnder the ſimple ſuperficies of Uer- 
tue; couering an inuenomed Hooke with afaire Baite 1 and 
like Tanus, pꝛeſenting a double fate; the foꝛmoſt of Flatterp, 
the hindmoft of Soꝛrow. Herculus meeting Uice and Uers 
tue, kound the one goꝛgioullp tricked vp in oznaments of 
Sold; the other, courſely attired in ſimple cloathing: Uer- 
heh. tue 
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tue bare faced, wearing in fozehead the counter fait of Truth; 
|. Tice vapled v itha Malke to couer the defozmity of her vi» 
| lage, wherein appeared the ſtaines of Pleaſure, as the in- 
fection of Lepꝛoſic; which Plutarkenoting, being demaun⸗ 
| ded what Pleaſure was $ anſwered, A ſweet Ceppe to Re⸗ 
pentance; alluding vnto the cenſure of Phocion, who w2ote 
of the Picture of Venus this ſentence : Ex vino Venus, ex 
venere ruina  mors . But ſeeing mp charge is not te ſpeake 
generally of Pleaſure, but of that Folly which clapming the 
name of Pleaſure, moſt belatteth the ſenſes ot all other obs. 
iectes with deceit, J meane Luſt z which the better to bzing 
in credite, ts honoured wich the title of Lone: J muſt c8n- 
fefle my ſelfe here in to be of Ariſtotles opinion, who beeing 
* demaunded by Alexanderthe great, what Loue was? ans 
ſwered, a Petamozphoſts of mens bodyes and ſoules into 
contrary ſhapes : foꝛ after that the impzeſſion of Laff, in- 
ueigled by the fading obtect of Beautie, hath crept in at the 
Exe and poſſeſled the Heart, wee wholly delinerour ſelues 
as ſlanes to Senſualitie, foꝛgettiug our God foz the gaine ol | 1 
a Goddeſle, whoſe Altars ſauours of ſtincking Perfumes; a 
and whole Temple is not perfumed with Roles, but ins | | 
fected with Hemlocke. They which ſacrifice vnto Veſta, 
offer vp Incenſe with fire: they which ſtand at the ſh;ine of 
Venus, offer vp Bladders oneſy filled with QUinde ; the 
one repꝛelenting the pureneſſe of Chaſtitie; the other, the . 
lightneſfle of affection, 

You lay true (qd.the Lady Frances, ) Venus Coffers are 
alwayis empty, and therefoze giuing great ſound: her Gar⸗ 
ments imbꝛoydered with Fethers, as noting Inconſtancie: 
Foz hee that marketh the confuſed eſtate of pou Florentines, 
who couet to be counted Loners, ſhall finde, how vnder that 
one Folly, you heape togeather a maſſe of miſchteuons en- 
o2mities : foꝛ the Gentleman, that dꝛawne by a voluptuous 
deſire of immoderate affections, ſeekes to glut his outward - 
ſenſes with Delight, firſt tapeth his platfozme by P2ide, 
fecking to allure a chaſt eye with the ſumptuous ſhew of 

Apparel, . 
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Appareil, vader that Palke to entiſe the minde to Uanitie: 
others by an eloquent phzale of [peach to tickle the Eare 
with a pleaſing harmante of well placed wozds: well placed 
in congtruitie, though ill conſlrued in ſenſe: ſame by Pulicke 
to inueigle the minde with Melodp, not ſparing to ſpende 
part ok the night under his Piſtreſles window, by luch 
paincs to pzocure her diſhonour, and his owne miltsztune 


Thele (Gentlemen) be fruites of pour Loues, if J tearme 


it the beſt way; and pet Follies, in that they pꝛeiudice both 
yurſe and perſon, The lame baite is Flatterp, which giueth 
the loꝛeſt batterp to the bulwarke of their Chaſtity; koꝛ when 
they ice the minde armed with Uertue, hard to be wonne; 
and like the Diamond, to refule the fo2ce of the File, then 
they apply their wittes and willes to wozke.their owne woe, 
penning downe Ditties, Songs, Sonnets, Madzigals, and 
ſuch like, ſhadowed ouer with the penccll of Flatterpz where 
from the fixions of Poets, they fetch the type and ſigure af 
their fayueb affection : firſt, decyphering her Beautie to be 
moꝛe then ſuperlatiue,comparing her Face buto Venus, her 
Maire vnto Gold, her Eyes vnco Starres: nay moze, re⸗ 
ſembling her Chaſtitp to Diana, when they lecke oncly te 


make her as common as Lais: then how her feature hath ſt⸗ 


how Beautte hath bewitched them t paynting out their pal⸗ 
ſions as Appelles did Puppets fo2 Childꝛen, which inwards 
ly framed of Clap, wer? ontwardip trickt vp with treſh cas 
lours: they plunge in paine. they waile in woe, they turne the 
reſtleſſe Stone with Syſyphus, and alleadge the tozments 
of Tantalus; what griete, what paine, what ſozrow, what 
ſighes, u hat tearcs, what plaints, what paſſions, what tc2- 
eurcs, what death is it not they indure, till they obtaine 
their Miſtre lle lauour; which got, Inkamie concludeih the 
Tragcdie with Repentance ; So that J allow thole plea* 
ſing z9sems of Guazzo, which Fegin: Chi ſpinto d amore, 
han engliſhed. 


red their Fancie, how her light hath ; elotted their Senles, 


Her 


Greene his Farewell to Follie. 


Hee that appaled with Luſt, would ſayls in haſte to Corinthum, 
There to be taught in Layis Schoole ts ſeeke for a Miiſtreſſe, 

Ts to be traind in Venus troupe, and ehangd to the purpoſe; 

Rage imbraced, but Reaſon quite thruſt out as ancxue: . 

Pleaſure a paine, Reſt turned to be care, & AMmth asu madneſſe: 

Firie mii n inflamed with a looke inraged as Alecto: 

Quaint in aray, ſighes fetch from farre, and teares mary fai ned 

Pes ſiche ſore deepe plungd in pane, xot a place but his hart whole: 

Dayes in griete, and nights conſumed,to thinke on a Goddeſſe: 

Broken ſlec pt, ſweet dreamtz but. ſhort fro the night to the morning. 

Venus daft his Miſtreſſe face as bright as Apollo, 

Helena f4imd the golden Ball, u rong giuen by the Sheet heard: 

Hair of Gold, Eye twinekling Starres her Lips tobe Rubies; 

Teeth of Pearle, her Breſts like Snow her Cheeks to be Roſes : 

Swgar-candy foe ts( as I'geſſe) fro the waſt to the hneeſtead : 

Nought is am ſſe, no fault were found, if ſoule were amended, 

All were bliſſe, if ſuch fond Luſt led not to repentance. 


So that of theſe TTerfes J conclude, that ſuch young 
Gentlemen as tickled wich Luſt,ſeeke to pleaſe their ſenles 


. with-ſuch pernitious delights, may tuſtſp come within the 


compalle of this Folly, 

Map; (quoth the Lady Margarite) let the ſame pꝛedica⸗ 
ment compꝛehend ſuch fantaſticke Poets, as ſpende their 
times in penning downe Pamphlets of Loue, who with 
Ovid ſeeke to nouriſh Nice in Rome, by ſetting downe A.- 
tem amandi, and giuing diſhoneſt pzeceptes of Luſt and Lea⸗ 
cherie; cezrupting Youth with the cxpence ok time vpon 
ſuch (rtuolous Fables: and therefoze deſerue(by Auguſtus) 
to be bauiſhed from fo ciuill a Country as Italy, amongſt 
the barbarous Getes to liue in txile. | 


Stay there (qd.meſſieur Benedetto) your Commiſſion is | 


too large, your Cenſures too Sætpꝛzicall; we read n9t that 
any C{lcmas was cuer Stoicke, oz Cy nicke, either to be ſo 
ſtrict in pallions, oꝛ bitter in inuectiues;and to wzite ot loue, 
not to fauout the follp, but to condemne the fault: and theres 
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foze Mam either be moze partiall,o2 moze particular. 

Theſe glaunces (qusth Farneze) are nothing to the pur- 
poſe'and theretoze ſeignioꝛ Coſino, to pour charge. 

T7 know fir (anſwered Coſimo,) that Madam Frances 
hath laid well, in painting out the phantaſticke deſcripiton 
of a Eoucry pat hath the been kauourable in figuring out 
their Fullics : for this Laue(o2 rather Luft,) endeth not, till 
if toe hot che very deegges at adulterous Leachery z a fol- 
lie, nav a ſinne {1 in hate with God, and contempt with man, 
as Seleucus koꝛbad it to be named amongſt the Locrians. 
if The cno of Concupiſcence is Luxuria, ſayth Socrates in 
[if his diſputation with Euthydemus, from whom flaweth, as 
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© f from a lea of wickedneſſe Fnceſt, Murther, JPoyſon, Uio⸗ 
W lence, ſubuertion of Kingdomes, & infinite other 1mpieties, 
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Ariſtotle being demaunded what Adulterie was, made an- 


* RA! lwere, A curious inquiry after an other mans laue: and bee» 
Y; i ing deſired to pen downe the effectes, weste theſe, oꝛ ſuch 
lt like w92ds : ee that ſeeketh by a plauſible ſbadom ot flat. 
PA. ; tterp to ſeduce aminde from Chaſtity co Adultery, ſinneth 
2 - agataſt the law of Mature in dekrawding a man of his due, 
971 his honour and reputation, ſpopling him of a moſt pꝛetious 
2 i tewell, which is, the loffe of his Wiues loue and friendſhip ; 
'\& fko2 as the Sethim tree beeing cut oz pierced with Baſle, 
45 Il ſtraight periſheth; le the league of Pariage violated by 
2 Adultery, extinguiſheth Loue, and leaueth behinde at the 
20 moſt, noutht but the painted vaile of Flattery; the Peace of 
* A2 the houle is changed into Dilco2zd, Oiffention in ſtead of 
>= Bl Laurel! pzeſenteth a Sw02d,and Content fleepeth not with 
4 Mlercuries melodie, but waketh with Alectos diſquiet; the 


Face that in fozme being honeſt, reſembleth the Sunne in 

beautie, ſtapned with Adulterie, bluſheth to ſce the lame as 

guilty of herowne defo2mity z Credite hath ſuffeged ſhip» 

w2 ke, and Fame as (ſpotted with the fople of Oiſhonour: 

all theſe hatefull diſcommodities inſuing by the voluptuous 

1: delite of ſuch young Gentlemen, as wedded to UA mitte, glo« 
tir in the title of this Follp. N 

. J 
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J maruell then (quoth Peratio,) what t Aoman (theſe 


effects conſidered) will lien vnto the melody of ſuch Sy- 


rens, whole allurements perſwades them to ſuch milfo2« 
tunes; 02 how they can thinkt that man to loue them, which 
by fulfiling his momentary luſt, pꝛacureth their perpetuall 
diſcredit, and ſubuertion both of ſaule and body, | 

Know you not (quoth Benedetto, )the reaſon of that: are 
not the thoughts ot women like the inhabitants of Scyrum, 
which knowing that the lauour of Dates is deadly vnto 
their complexton, pet neuer ceaſe till they die with Dates in 
their mouthes? 

You miſtake it (quoth the Lady Frances, ) it is becauſe 
men conſume themlelues into Teares with the Crocodile, 
till thep haue gotten their p2ep z and then, they neither re⸗ 
ſpect their honour nc2 honettie, 

{owſocuer it be (quoth Coſimo,) J haue not to deale 
with (omen; but fo2 our Florentines, I know none mo2e 
addicted vnto this Folly z; which (to conclude) hath been ſo 
odious amongſt our anceſtours, that it hath been chaſtned 
with ſeucere puniſhment, Alexander greatly blamed Caſ- 
ſander, becauſe He offered but to kiſſe a Minſtrels Mayde. 
Auguſtus Cæſar made the law lulia, which permitted the 
Father to kill the Daughter fo2 Abulterp. Cato baniſhed a 
Senato2 fo killing his Ttfe in his Daughters preſence, 
Marcus Antonius Carcalla was baniſhed his Empire foꝛ 
luſt ; with infta:te other, whole mileties miſdaps, and mil. 
foztunes, were innumerable onelp by this Folip, as Tar- 
quinus Superbus ko Lucrece, Appius Claudius toꝛ Virgi- 
nia, Iulius Cæ ſar foz Cleopatra, lohn Counite àrmiake 
foꝛ his owne ſiſter, Anthony Venereus Duke oi Venice 
foꝛ his Secretarics wife, Abuſahid Ring of Fez (oz the 
wife of Coſimo de Gheri, as Leon in his deſcrip'ton of At- 
fricke letteth downe: but amongſt all theſe Geritics, an tht: 
foie at large for the confirmation of this my Oticourle, 
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THE TALE OF 
COSIMO. 


ile Ninus the ſonne of Belas reignen 
as Soucraigne ouer the dominions of 
Esypt, and kept his Court ropall in 
Baby lon, there dwclled in the ſuburbes 
| of the Citie, apooze labouring man cal- 
55) |, led NMænon, who was moze honeſt then 
. wealthy, and pet ſuffictent rich, to? that 
ht ltaed content amongſt his netghbours ; this poop? man 
accounted his Poſſcſſions large enough, as long as he en» 
toved and polleſled his Ground in quiet, imitating Cyncy- 
natns in his iabours, who found health of body, and quiet 
0: minde, the chiekel treaſure, by tilling his Field with con: 
tinuall toyle: But as Content had ſatilfted his thoughts in 


— — 


this, ſo Mænon was as greatly fauoured of Foz une, ko; he 


had a Alte ot che lame degree and parentage; lo beautitull, 
as there was none lo faire in Babylon; ſo honeſt, as there 
was noue moe vertuous; lo courtegus, that there was not 
one in the whole Citie who did not Hdth loue and like ok Se. 
myramis the wife o Mænon, (foz ſo was yer name): inſo⸗ 
much that Ninus deſired ts haue a ſight of her beauty, and 
in dilguiled apparell, went to the pooze mans heuſe; where 
ſcetng luch a heauenip Saint about her hemelp huſwifery, 
ficter (as he thought) to be a Paramour fo? a P2tnce, then 
a Ut efo2 a Dubhiect, ſighed and ſoztowed that ſhe was not 
in his power to commaund : pet kauouring ber in that ſhe 
was boneſt, as fancping her fo that ſhe was beautifull, he 
. departed with reſolution to be maiſter of his owne affecti⸗ 
ons, and not ta dep2ine the poeze man of ſo great good. 
After he was retuines to the Palace, and was ſolitary by 
him _ the Idea of her 9 8 80 repꝛeſenting a 1 
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hape of aheauenly creature, ſo afſaulted his minde with 
ſandzy paſſions, that giuing the raines at liberty to his wans 
ton appetites, he fell into theſe tearmes. Uahappp Ninus, 
and therefeze vnhappy, becauſe a Ring, and ſavtect to ſen« 
ſualicyy (bail the midile of thy yeares be wozſe then the 
pꝛime of thy pouth + Shall Loue conquer that, Foztune 
could neuer (ubdue % Shall the heate of Affection ſearch 
that in the kruit, that it could neuer hurt in the budde: Shalt 
thou gouerne a Ringoome, aud cauſt not ſubdue thine owne 
Paſſions : Peace Ninus, name nat ſo much as Loue, race 
out Fancy with fileuce, and let the contmency of other 
Kings be p2elidents fo2 thee to direct thy courſe aright, 


Alexander made a conqueſt of his thoughts, when the beats - 


tie s: Darius wife bade him battaple. Cyrus abſtained from 
the ih: of Panthea, becauſe he would not be intemperate. 


Pompey would not ſpeake to the wife of Demetrius his 


free man, fo2 that the was faire: And what of this Ninus? 


Pet had Alexander Concubines, Cyrus a Lemman, and 


Pompey was not ſo chaſt, but he liked Phrinia; and ſo 
moyeit thou make choyte of Semyramis : ſhe is pooze, and 
b:ifitfo2 a Kiug ; J but ſhe is faire, and fic foz none but a 
Ring: Loue fiileth not the and with ÞPelfe, but the Eye 
with Pleaſure. : She is honeſt z truth, but thou art a Po: 
narch, and che waight of a Scepter is able to bzeake the 
ſtrongeſt chaſtitie: But that is moze Ninus, ſhe is another 
mans Mite; but her huſband is thy Subtect, whom thou 
mayelt comm und, and he dare not but obey: Oaue not Beg⸗ 
gers their affections as well as Kinges: May not Semyra- 
mis, na doth ſhe not loue pooze Manon better then euer 
ſhe will like Ninus ? Pes, fo: Crownes are as karre frong 
Cupid as Cottages; ꝛinces haue no moze p2iutledge ouer 
Fancie,then Þcſants : Det Ninus feare not; Loue aud Fos 
tune fatourcth not Cowards, commaund Semyramis ; nay, 
conſtraine Sem ramis ta laue thee, and vpon this reſolue; 
foz Kinges mult haue power both ouer Fen and Loue. 
Ninus teſting upon this 8 determined fo try the 
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minde of Semyramis how fhe was affected towardes her 
{Hulband, and theretoze diſpatcht a Letter to her to this ek⸗ 
kect. ; 
TheLetter to Semyramis. 
T may ſeeme ſtrange (Semyramis) that the Monarch of 
Egypt ſhould wite to the Wife of a pooze Labourer, 
T cceng the pꝛopoꝛtion of our degrees are ſo far vnc quall; 
bat it it be conſidered that Rings are but men, and theres 
foe ſubiect to paſſions, ſooner (hal! thou haue cauſe ts ſoꝛʒ⸗ 
row foꝛ mp griefes,then muſe at my witings : Did mp de. 
ſire apme at a Kingdome, I would attempt to latiſſie deſire 
with my Swoꝛd: Did Eauie cry foz content, then could J 
ſtep to reuenge: (Vere my thoughts as inſactate as Midas, 
the woꝛld is a ſtoꝛehouſe of Treaſures; theſe deſires are to 
be ſatiſfied with Friends oz Foꝛtune, but the reſtleſſe ſoz: 
row that ſo pincheth my minde with diſquiet, onely ceſteth 
in thy power to appeaſe. It is Semyramis, the deity of 
Beauty, Which is pꝛiuiledged farre aboue Dignity, that 
Gods haue oveyed, and men cannot refift ; the ſight of thy 
perfection entered at the eye, the repoꝛt of thy Uertues ticks 
ling the eare, and both topntly aſſaulting the heart with 
ſharpe and furious alarums, haue ſo ſnared mp minde, as 
naught pleaſeth the epeshat is not thy obiect; and nothing 
contenteth the eare, but Semyramis. Seeing then the 
Egyptian Monarch, who hath triumphed auer all the Na- 
tions of the South and Eaſt climate with many bloody con⸗ 
queſtes, is by them brought as a captiue, ſeruile to thy 
Beauty and his owne Paſſions; boaſt that Loue hath lot⸗ 
ted thee ſuch avicto2y, and be not ingratetull to the Gods, 
by denying me that Jdeſerue, kauoure. But perhaps thou 
wilt obtect, thou art martied, and therefoze tyed to pooze 
Mænon, (fo2 loue hath taught me the Puſvands name) 
that {Honey beareth bloſſoms as well in a Cottage, as in 
the Court; that Uertue harbozeth as ſoone with Beggers, 


as }92inces; that Fame oꝛ Infamie can ſtoup as law, as tbep . 


can ſoate bigh; that Repozt and. Enuie ſooner ſtingeth 
Want, 
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Mant,then Plenty: this (Semyramis) I confelle, but pet 
the Picture of the Eagle placed auer the temple of Venus, 
feared the Faulcon toz offending her Doues. Damætas 
Popiatay pearched vnder a Dzagon of Bzaſle, to auopde 


the Uultures tyꝛannp. Diſhonour toucheth not the Geſture 


of a King; and the Concubines of ]}inces purchaſe re. 
nowne, not inkamie: Mænon is pooze, and will top to baue 
ſuch a riuall as Ninus the want of Semyramis, darkens 
the gloꝛy of her beauty, which the loue of a Ring, ſhall inrich 
with Dzaaments , Then Semyramis, pitty his plaintes, 
wha is thy Doueraigne, and might commaund, and yet de⸗ 
ſires to be thy Paaramour; ſeckes a conqueſt, not by con- 
ſtraint, but by intreatics : in graunting which, thou limbeſt 
to dignity, and ſleepeſt at the foote of a Scepter; honour and 
quiet entertaines thee with delight; and to thele, thou ad⸗ 
deſt thy Friends pꝛekerment, and thy PÞulbands welkare: 

if as thou art pooꝛe, thou art pꝛoud, and ſelfe conceit arme 
thee with diſdame, conſider that the counterkait of Rings 
cannot be dꝛawen without the ſhawowes ot duety; and that 
the Pill that purgeth the Cholar of a Pꝛince, is Reuenge, 
This thinke, and farewell, 

Niuus Monarch of Epypt. 


Hee committed this Letter to the charge of one of his 
Secretaries, whom he made pꝛiup ts the contents; who 
poaſting in haſte to the houſe of Semyramis, found her bzings 
ing one of her Babes afleepe with a long. The Secretarte 
delighted with the pleaſing harmony ot her voyce, ftood a 
little liſtning to her melody, at laſt ſtepped into the houle : 
at whoſe pꝛeſence the pooze woman amazed, fo2 that her 
Cottage was not accuſtomed to ſuch gueftes, ſhe blucht; 
which gaue luch a glozp to her fozmer Beautp, and luch a 
pꝛelident ok her inward Uercue, that the Secretarp enuied 
the happy placing ob his Doueraines paſſious; pet after her 
homelp faſhion ſhe entert uned him greatly fearing when 
be deliucred her the Letters, that they had been ſome Mar- 
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Greene his Farewell to Follie. 


rant to appꝛehend her Huſband fo2 ſome faulr, but by the ' 
ſupetſcription the percetued they were directed to her: has 
uing ſet befoze the Secretary a mcſle of Creame to buſie 
him, ſhe ſtept aſide to read the contents; which when ſhe per. 
ceiued, and well noted the effects, not onely alluring with 
p2omiles, but perlwading with thzeates, thee burft into 
teares, curſing that dap where the King had a ſight of her 
face, as diſmal and infozturate z failing at laſt trom tearcs, 
into thele fearefull complaints, Ate the Oeſtinies (pooze 
- Semyramis)fo2e-popnters of good oz ill, ſo inc quali allot⸗ 
ters of miſhap. that ſome they bleſſe with day ly tauours, and 
others they croſſe with continuall hard foztunes 4 Yao the 
Fates no pꝛopoꝛtion in their cenſures % Could it not ſuffice 
thou wert pooꝛe, but thou muſt be miſeratle + Cannot En⸗ 
uie paint the picture of Content at thy Cottage dooze, but 
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75 8 the muſt grunge: Js there ro Dy2ub lo low, but is ſubs 
| Y | tect to the {Ultnde: no Woman lo pooze it the be faite, but 
= ſome blazing her Beautp, apmeth at her chaſtity : Then Se- 
fs [ myramis be patient, but reſoiute z rather chooſe deſpight 
85 1 and ſoꝛtow. then diſgrace and infemie. Js Labour an ene⸗ 
5 [i mie to Loue, how then ſhould Affection touch mee who am 
* bit neuer idle? theretoze tond foole. doth Loue ciiute thee, be- 
. os . ö cauſe thou art not idle, but by Labour ſheweſt thy ſelte a re⸗ 
2 | ; creant to his law: But pet Semyramis, covſidir who it ts 
5 that perſwades thee to leut; Ninus a Kinga Monarch. and 
75 thy Soueraigne; une whole Maleſly may ſhadow thy miſle, 


aud whoſe verp neme may warrant thee trom the pꝛeiudice 
of Enuie: it thou offend, Oignitp counteruailes the fault; 

and Fame dare not but honour the Concubines of Kings. 
Foz ſhame Semyramis, ſooth not thy lelfe in luch Follies, 
Are not Kings leates obiects fo2 euery eye to gaze at: Are 
not their actions cenſured by eucry baſe perſon 4 Ag the 
73S Ppꝛamides are markes foz the Sea, ſs their doinges are 
+ | TL notes fo2 the Mold. Doth not Fame butld in the foze» 
4 | 1 2 | beads of ]Pzinces% pes Semyramis, Rings faultes though 
thep are palled suet wich teare, pet they are iudged of with 
murmure : 
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murmure: the greater the diguitie, the greater the offences 

ch ame followeth vice euery where, and Adulterte (if lawes 

were not part iall) deſerueth punithment, as well ina King 

as in a Begger. Alænon is pooze, bat thy Pulbend, in 

touing him thou plealeſt the Gods: Ninus is rich 2up a 

Monarch, in contenting him thou diſhonozeſt thy ſelke and 

dittontenteſt the Pezuens ; Path Babylon counted thee 
fa:r:210 thou att ffi] by teleruing thy beauty: Wath Baby- | 

leu counted thee honeſt ? ſo temaine Kill by pꝛeſetuing iuy 

chaſtity; be not moe charie ouer thy beautie than auer me 

honeftie, top many know thee by fame, that neuer ſaw thy 

face» Then Semyramis, anſwere the Kings paſlions with 

deniall; but alas he tl zeatneth reuenge, ſweeter it is to die 

with credit, than tiue with inkamy . Then why ſtaieſt thou 

thus fondly debating with thy lelte? reply, as one that pꝛt 

ferrethfame befo2e ſike. And with that, ſhe ſtept to a Stan- | & 

diſh, and taking paper; wꝛote a Letter to this effect, | 
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Sermyramis Letter to King Ninus, | | 


KTugs are Gods, not that they are immoꝛtall, but fo2 they 
are vertusus: Mꝛinces baue no pꝛiuuledge to do ill: Fame 
is not partiall in her Trumpe : the chiekeſt Treaſure is not 
Gold, but housur; to conquer a King dome, is a fauour of 
Foꝛtune to ſubdue affection, is a git from the Gods ; lone 
in Rings is pꝛincely but luſtis pernitious; Rings therekoꝛe 
weare Crownes, becauſe they ſhould be iuſt: Juſtice give 
euery one his due, Semyramis is Mznons wife, and there- 
foz* his inheritance : the Gods thꝛeaten ]9zinces as welas 
980}emen: hot laue is ſoone cold: the epe is variable, incon⸗ 
tant, and inſatiate: Abulſerie is odiatis, though grace d with 
a Scepter: beautte is a ſlippery good; ꝛinces Concubines 
pꝛile honour too deare, in ſelling the pꝛeclsus it wel of hone⸗ 
die, lo; gold : death ts akute moze lweete than dilcredite: 
Fame is be preferred bekoze friends 2 Ninus is a King, 
whole ſeate is a ſute laucturie p. the oppꝛelſed; Semyramis 
0 + is 
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is pooꝛe, pet honeſt, Loue ok Mznon in her pouth, and lop⸗ 
all to him in her age; re ſolued rather to dye, then be pꝛooued 
vnchaſt: Subiects pꝛap foz their Soueraignes, wikhing 
they map liue pʒincely, and dye vertuous, 


Semyramis the faithfull Wife of poore Alenon. 


This confuſed Chaos of pꝛinciples being witten and 
ſealed ys thee deliuered it to the Decretarie; who courti⸗ 
ouſly taking his leaue, hied in haſte tothe Court: where the 
Ring carefullp expecting his comming, receiuing the Let 
ter, vnript the Seales; where in ſtead of an amozous re⸗ 
ply, hes founde nothing but an heape of philoſophical! 
Axiomes, and pet his doome anſwered to the full: The 
pithy ſentences of Semyramis, whom by her pen he found 
to be pooꝛe, honeſt, beaucifull, and wile, did not take that ef. 
fret, which(pooze ſoule)ſhe aymed at; fo2 in ſtead of cooling 
his deſires with good Counlaple, ſhe inflamed his minde 


with a deeper affection: fo2 where befoze he onely was al» 


lured with her Beautp, now he was entiſed with her ile. 


dome. Pallas gaue him a deeper wound, then Venus; and 
the inward Uercues were moe fo2cible, then the out ward 


Shaddowes ; ſo that he perſiſted in his paſſions, and began 
to conſider with himſelke, that the meanes co pꝛocure his 


content, was onely the ſimplicitie of Mænon, with whom 
he would make an exchange, rather then be fruſtrate of his 
deſire: an exchange (A meane) foz Ninus beeing a Middo ⸗ 

wer, bad one onely Child, which was a Daughter,about the 


age of ſixteene yeares, her he determined to giue in marri⸗ 
age vnto Mænon, rather then he would not enioy Semyra- 
misz thinking that the feare of his diſpleaſure, the burthen of 
his owne pouerty, the hope of pzeferment. the tickling cons 
teit of Dignity, would foꝛce the pooze vaſlall co looke twiſe 
on his faire Wiife,befoze he refuſed ſuch a p2offer : thinking 
this pꝛetence ta be his beſt pollicte, he relolued pꝛelently to 

put 
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put it in execution; and therefoze foozthwith commaunded ' 


a Purſuiuant to fetch Mænon vnto the Court: whocom- 
ming with Commiſſion vnto the pooze mans houle, found 
him and his (life at dinner; to whom, after he had declared 
the ſumme ol his Peſlage, he departed, willing him with 
as much ſpeede as might be, to repaire vnts the Court. 
Mænon, although amazed with this newes, pet foꝛ that his 
Conſcience was cleare, fearednot, but with as much hafte 
as was poſſible, made him ſelfe ready to goe. Semyramis 


diſſembled the matter, fetcht her Þuſband foo2th his new 


Dole, and his beſt Jacket, thinking to ſpunge him vp after 


the cleanlieſt faſhion, that Ninus might ſee ſhe had cauſe to 


doue and like ſo pꝛoper a man: ſetting her Þulband there ⸗ 


K foze foo2th in p2int, he taoke his way vnto the Courtz where 


at the gate, the Secretary awayted to bzing him into pꝛe⸗ 
kence: whither no ſooner hee was entered, but the King tas 


king the pooze man aſide, began to commune with him in 


this manner. 

Mænon, fo the Soueraigne to make a long Diſcourſe 
vnts the Sublect, were friuotous, ſeeing as the one fot his 
Vaie ſtie is —— to commaund and conftraine; ſo che 
other by obedience, is tyed to obey: Therefoze omitting all 


needleſle y2eambles, thus to the purpoſe, Mznon thou are 


pooꝛe, and yet a Lozd ouer Foztuue, fo2 that J heare thou 
art content; fo2 it is not Richeſſe to haue much, but to deſire 
little; yet to thy want, thou haſt ſuch afauour graunted 
thee by the Deſtinies, as euery way may counteruaile thy 
pouerty; Ymeane the pofleſſion of thy Nite Scmyramis, 
whom mine eye can witneCCe to be paſſing faire and besuti- 
full: Enuie chat grudged at thy Happineſſe, and Loue that 
frowned at mp Liberty, iopning their foꝛces togeather, 
haue ſo diſquieted my minde with ſundzy paſſions, as onely 
it lyes in thy power to mittigate the cauſe of my marty2: 
dome; fo2 know Mænon, Jam in loue with thy Mike, a 
cenſnre (I know) which will be hard foꝛ thee to digeR; and 
yet to bebozne with me patience,fog that thouhaſt a Ring 
e ann 
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Greene his Farewell to Follie. 
and thy Soneraigne ta be thy riuelliher Mænon, I crate of 
thee to be my Concubine 2 which tf thou graunt, thinke as 
now thou haſt pouerty with quiet, ſo then thon ſhalt haut 
bath content and dignity, The pooze man, who thought 
(by the Kinges ſpeaches) that his Wite had been conſen⸗ 
ting to this pꝛetente, framed the Ring this anſwere. 

I know (tight mighty Dorerafgne) that Pzinces map 
commaund, where pooze men cannotintreat : that the title 
- ofa Ring, is the wzit of Pziutledge in the tourt ot Loue: 
that Chaſtity is of ſmall fozce torcfiff, where Mealch aud 
Dignity fopned in league, are armed to aſſault: Rings are 
warranted to commaund, and Subiects to obep x There; 
fore if Semyramis be content ts graunt the intereft of her 
affections into pour Matieſties hands, J am reſolued to re- 
deliuer vp my fee- ſimple with patience, 

- No Mznon (quoth Ninus,) as thy Wife is faire, ſo we 
is honeſt: and therefoze where J cannot commaund, J will 
them conſtraine; I meane, that thou fozce her to loue mee. 
Mænon grieuing at the wozds of Þ Ring made this replp. 

It my (life (mighty Ninus)be contencep co pjeferre a 
Cottage befoze a Crowne and the perſon of a pode La. 
bourer, befoze the loue of a Pꝛinte, let mee not (good my 
Loꝛd) be ſo vnnatarall, as to reſolue vpon ſuch a villanie, as 
the very Beaſtes abhozre to commit; the Lion killeth the 
Lioneſſe being taken in adulterie, the S wanne killeth her 
make feꝛ ſuſpition of the ſame fault; and ſhall J, whom rea⸗ 
ſon wille th to be chary of my chopce, fozce mp {life per» 
fongce to ſuch s folly $ Pardon my Liege, neuer ſhall the (op* 
alty ot v Wiſe be reuenged with ſuch treacberp; rather 
had J utter cath, then be appeached of ſuch diſcourte ſie. 
Ninus heering the pooze man ſo reſolute, thought there 
was no Adder (6 deafe- but had his Charme; na Birde ſo 
fickle, but had her tall; no Man ſs obſtinate, but by ſome 
meanes might be reclaymed, thereſoze hee made him this 
anlwere. 

Mznon, be not lo foud as to prekerre Fancle beſoze Life; 
no 
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£63 ſo iu ſolent, as to refuſe the fanour ofa King, fo? the af» 


lectios of au inconſtant Ac man: though J meane to bes 


pꝛiue thee of a pꝛeſent top, ſo J meane to counteruaile it 
wtth a greater bhſſe: fox the exchange of Semyramis, J 
meane to give thee my Daughter Sareneida in mariage; (0 
ofa Subiect, to make theea Sonne, and my equall; lo that 
nothing all be different betwixt vs, but a Crowne and a 
Ringdsme: fo2 a pooze Mile, thou ſhalt haut a rich Pꝛin⸗ 
ceſſe; from Pauertp, thou ſalt rife to honour; trom a 
Begger, to a Duke : Conſider with thy ſelfe then Mzaon, 
how J fauour thee, which might poffefle my de ſire by thy 
death, and pet ſeeke it at thy hands by iutreaty aud prefers 
ment: Take Time now by the foze-head, thee is balde be · 
hind and in letting her turne her backe, thon bivſt fare well 
fo opoꝛtunity: if thou refule Oignity, my Daughter, any 


the fanour of a Soueraigne, hope not to lie, noz inioy thy 


Mike; fo: this cenſure hold fo2 an ozacle; Ninus befoze 
night, will iniopthe loue of Semyramis. This ſeueere re- 
ſolution of the Ring dzone pooze Mænon into a thouſand 
ſundꝛy paſſions, foꝛ he conſtvered with himlelfe Scmyramis 
mas à (Doman, and in the middle of her age; and though He 
were beautifull, he was but a Taman, and had her equals: 
He knew that Sarencida was Honourable, of ropall paren« 
tage, the Danghter ofa King, beautifull;'/young, and rich: 
hee felt Pouerty to be the ſiſter of Dittrelſe, and that there 
was no greater woe then want; Dignity pꝛeſented ta his 


imagination the gloꝛv that deawes frowHonour the wert 
content that Pꝛeferment affoo2ds, and how pꝛincelya thing 


it was to be the Sonne in law to a Ring : theſe vnacquain⸗ 


tes thoughts ſoꝛe troubled the minde ok the pooꝛe man; but 


when tze called to remembzance þ conſtantie ot Semyramis, 
bow ihe motion of ſuch a mighty Monarch mas in vaine to 
mittigate one ſparke of her affection, that neither their dig⸗ 


nitie, noz death; no not the Maie ſtie of a Ring, could per» 


ſwade her to falciſte het fayth, returned Ninus thiz anſwer, 
As (my Liege) Riags haue Honour cocountcnaure their 
IP 3 , actious, 
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actions, ſs pooze men haue Þoneſty whereby to direct their 
liues. Diogenes was as deſirous of good Fame, as Alex- 
ander was of Glozy, Pouerty is as glad to creepe to Cre- 
dite, as Dignity; andthe thoughts that Imoake from a 
Cottage, areofc as ſweete a ſacrifice to the Gods, as the 
« Perfumes of Pꝛinces. The Þeauens are cquall allofters of 
| miſhap, and the Deſtenies impartiall in their cenſare : fs2. 
as oft doth Revenge follow Maieſty fo; inluſtice, as Pos 
uerty fo2 doing amiſſe the one offendes with intent, the 
other eyther by ignoꝛante, oꝛ neceicy . Then my Liege, if 
pour Highnelle offer me wrong, by taking away mp Mike 
perfo2ce, aſſure your ſelfe that Honour ts no ]P2iutledge a. 
gainft Infamp; neither will the Gods ſleepe in reuenge of 
pooze Mznon : Foz pour pꝛoffers, know this, I account 
p2eferment in ill, dilcredite, nat dignity : and the fauourof a 
Pꝛince in wickeduefle, the frowne of God intuſkice foz pour 
Daughter : J am ſozy the vubzidled fury of Luſt Gould ſo 
karre ouerrule the Law of Nature, as to alienate the laue of 
a Father fo ſuch Follie: her J vtterly refuſe, not that J 
tontemne the Pꝛinceſſe, but that J pittie her eſtate, any 
with her better foꝛtune. Fox Death, which your Pighnelle 
th2eatens, I ſco2ny it, as pꝛełerring an honeft Fame, befoze 
Miſhap ; and the iaue of mp Mile, befoze Death were it 
neuer ſo terrible, fo2 Pouerty denies me to make other re⸗ 
quitall fo2 her vafeigned affection, then conſtancie, which 1 
will pay as her due; though with the lofleof my like: why 
ſhould not the examples which Hiſtoziographers pennes 
done fo2 pzefidents, ſerue as Trumpets to incourage 
pooze men in honeſt and honourable reſolutions + When- 
Marcus Lepidus the Romane Confull was dziven into 
baniſhmenc, and heard that the Senate in deſpight had gi ⸗ 
uen his Mike vato another, he pzeſently died foz lozrow, 
hen Nero the tyzant (pardon my Liege J inferre no 
compariſons)inflamed wich luſt cowards the wife of Sylaus 
a Romane, neither reſpecting the Law Iulia made to the 
cantrarp,by his pedecefſo2 Auguſtus, neither Juſtice, =_ 
| | t 
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the Gods, but oppoling himlelfe to the Peauens, rekt the 
pooze Citizen ofhis Wife: Sylaus flue himſelte at the Pal- 
lace gate; which bzought the Emperour in great hate with 
his Commons. J inferre not theſe examples as fearefull 
of pour Mighneſſe diſtaudur, but as one determined to fol* 
low theſe Romanes in the ir fo2tunes z and either with quiet 
to liue Nili the Huſband of Semyramis in Babylon, oz to 
let the wozlo wicaette J neuer was lo cowardly, to deliuer 

vp ſo deare an intereſt, but by death. | 
Ninus ſtozining at the anlwere which psoze Manon 
made, did ro: take his ſpeaches as perſwaſions from his 
Folly;but as pzeparatiucs to farther Choller ; fo ſo veepe 
was the valatiable deſire of filthy Luſt ingrauen and im⸗ 
pꝛinted in his minde, aud the foule imagination of Adulte» 
rous thoughts had ſo blinded his ſenſes, that as a man halfe 
fraught with alanacte, he became futious, chat in a rage ta: 
king a Swo2d that hung at his beos head, he ruſht vpon 
the pooze man, and fine him. This cruell deed being thus 
vniuſtly executed, he felt no remoꝛſe in his Conſcience, dut 
as a man whollp ſould ouer vato miſchiefe, pꝛoceeded in his 
purpoſe, and pꝛeſentlpy ſent his S fo Semyramis t 
who no ſooner heard the meſſage, but feaving that her Mul⸗ 
band fo her cauſe might come to miſhap, in her woꝛſt attire, 
as the was, hied ta the Court; where being bzoaght into the 
Rings Chamber, Ninus hauing cauſed the dead body de» 
foze to be carried awap, told her b2iefly all the matter, how 
ber Þuſband was llaine, and that now he had ſent fo her, not 
to make her his Concubine, but Queene, Semyramis no 
ſooner heard of the death of her Huſband, butt ſhe fe fl info a 
ſpaſme, and was hardly bzought to life; but at lalt being re» 
utued, ſhe burſt foozth into fountaines of teares, and into 
bitter exclamations againft the Tyzanty who ſowght to ap» · 
peaſe her with ſundzy ſweete pꝛomiles : bat ſeeing nothing 
could pzeuaile, he (ent fo his Daughter Sarencida, to 
whom he committed the charge of Semyramis, as of one 
that ſhould be a Queene, and her Pother, Sarencida as 
| - nothing 
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noching paring-(whatſoruer ſbee thought) to difobey des 
Fathers commaund, led her by the hand into her Chantver, 
and as womens pecſwalives ate beſt confectaries faz woe. 
mens {v2roivcs, did ſomewhat miitigare ſome part of her 
guete, that ſhe ceaſt from her teates, till at night beetax a⸗ 
lane in ger ves, tbe Idea of her Duſuands perlon peleuten 
it lte, though not av obiect to her eyes, pet to her imagi⸗ 
nation, that outcome with ths paſſians of loue, thinking co 
take te veacki; ofthe place and time, and beternivep to ig! 
15W het $4lvand in his fo2tunes, tooke her kuite in her hand, 
and ſtand ug in her Smocke by the beds ſide, fell inta the ſa 
furious tearmes. Semyramis, this day hath been the be« 
ginning of thy lozrowes, and the end of thy good feztunes; 
the fame of thine boneſty ſo generally blazed abꝛoad thꝛough 
ali Babylon, ſhali this dap without deſert, be ſpotted with 
iufamie; the bloody action af Ninus ſhall be attributed to 
thre foꝛ a fault, and tbe intent of his death, harbour vader 
the luſpition of thy diſhoneſty: Ik thoy liueſt and become 
Queene, pet ſhall this deede make thee a table-talke as 
mongſt Beggers; Ponour ſhall not pziuiledge thee from 
the hate ol them which are honeſt, neither ſhall the glopp of 
a Crowye ſhꝛaud thee from diltredit. Then Semyramis, 
ſecing thou teckeſt after fame, leeke not to liue, vſe the knife 
thou haſt in hand, as a meanes to requite thy Þuſbands loue, 
and ts warrant thy fozmer honeſty. Panthea the wife of 
Abradatus, ſeeing her Pulſband flaine in the Campe of 
Cyrus, ſacriſiced her ſelte on his dead coꝛps. hen Iulia 
the wife ol Pompey ſaw but a Gowne of her huſbandes 
bloodp,ſuſpecting ſome milhap, fell into a craunce, and nes 
uer reuived, Portia the wife of Brutus hearing of her 
huſvauds death, choaked her ſe lſe with bot burning coaless 
Ariathe'wife of Cæcinna died with her condemned hife 
dand befeze the Capitoll. Let the reſolute laue of theſe 
noble Dames, incourage thee to the like conſtantie: con⸗ 
fider Semyramis thy hulband is dead, and deedes done can 
229! be reuoked. Ninus megnes ta make thee his 3 
iſe 
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wife (cowardly wꝛetch as thou art) anſwere to this fooliſh 
Obtectton-which Piſca the wife o Pandoerus did, who being 
Raine bp che king of Perſia. alter j flanghter of her huſband, 
bee pzofered her marriage z but holding (as thou doeſt) the 
inſtrument of death in her hand, ſþee vctered theſe wozdes 2 


The Gods forbid, that to be a Queene, I ſhould euer wed. 


him that hath been the murtherer of my deare Husband. 
Aud with chis, ſþe was ready to ſtab her ſeitets the hearts 
but ſtaping her ſelfe, E-pauling awhile, he began (as women 
are pꝛone te conteit teuenge) to thinke with her ſelfe how 
in time, better co gait the miury p2offered by Ninus to her 
paoze Þuſvand, This (Gentlemen) I coniecture was her 
tmiginacign, fo2 ſhe ſodainly let fall yer knife, leapt into her 
bed, and paſt the reft of the night in a ſound ſlcepe. And ta 
decd had nat the lequell pꝛosued the contrarp, it might haue 
been coniectured, that the hope of a Crowne had been a 
great perſwaſion from her deſperat reſolution: But letting 


theſe ſuypoſes palle; to Ninus, who made it his moꝛnings 


wozke, as loone'as hee was vp to viſit Semyramis; and 
Kading her ina better tune then hee left her, conceived ſuch- 
io in the appealing a? her paſſions, that pꝛeſentiy hee ſome 
money all his Lozds to a Parliamenc, where hee vafoldey 
bats them the intent hee had to make Semyramis Queene, 
and therefoze trauen their conſents, The Nobility whats 


foener they thought, durſt not gainſay the will of their © - 


P2iace,but aſſented co his demaund, ſo that all things were 
P2epared fo2 the Cozonation: But when the bzute of Mz- 
nons death was noyſed abzoad in Babylon, euery one aiter 
their ſunvzy and ſeucrall imaginations, began to couferre of 
the action ; all generally maruayling.thac. lo honeſt a (life 


would commit ſo haynous a fact, foz enerp one thought her 


an acte2 inthe tragediez yet they conſidereo that ambitious 


Honour was a mo?tall encmy ts Moneſtp; and that few 


women were ſo.thaſt, but Dignity could dzaw.to Folly, 

Melt, murmure hat they lift, the Rings purpoſe tooke 

fett: the day came, & thc 3 was molt ſolemaely - 
d - | 
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Greene his Farewell to Follie. 
and ſumptuouſly perfozmed, the Ring conceining ſich feli 


city in his new Wite, that hee continued the Feaſt ko; ten 


dayes : which tearme ended, euey one departed to their 
bome, and the late married couple lined ſo contentedly to 
every mans contecture, that Semy ramis won her fame(halfe 
loft) bp her obedience z and eſpecially ſhe gamed the lone of 
the Commons: fo2 Pzeferment had not putt her vp with 
Pꝛide, noꝛ Dignity made her dildaintull of the gliozp of a 
Crowne; noz the titleofa Queene had made no metamozo 
phoſis of her minde, but intyis.that as ſhe grew in Honour, 
lo ſhe mcreaſed in Courceſſe ; bounttfuli ts all that were 
Pooꝛe, and enutous to none that were Noble z pꝛekerting 


the ſutes of them were w2onged, and ſeeming (as neere as 


the could) to cauſe the Ring doe iuſtice to al. This her vers 
tusus dilpoſition not oncly ſtole the heartes of the Come 
mons, but alſo the laue of her Huſband ; who to increaſe af 
kection moze, had a Sonne by her, calleo Ninus. Paſſing 
thus thzec oꝛ foure peares in great pleaſure, the King ſur: 
charged with content, commaunded hts-wife to aſke what 
ſoeuer the would, that was within the compaſſe of his Ba 
bylonith Monarch, and it ſhould be granted her. Semyra- 
mis refuſed ſuch a pꝛoffer, but the Ring being b2gent, fom- 
moned all his Loꝛds to the Court, aud there made them pzt 
nie what a free graunt hee made to his wife. The Noble 
men although ſmiling at the fonvneſſe of the Ring, that ſs 
wilfully would put a naked ſwoꝛd into a madde mans hand, 
vet outwardly ſeemed to allom of his will; ſo that Semy- 
ramis demaunded that ſhe might abſolutly without checke 
o2 controulment, rule the Babylonian Empire, as ſole 
Q neene fo2 thzee dates, The King (who no whit miſtruſtey 
that Reuenge could ſo long harbour in the heart of a wo⸗ 
man, graunted her requeC, and therefoze pꝛeſently with all 
conuenient ſpeed, cauſed a ſumptus us Scaffold in fozme of 
a Theater tobe erccted in the middeſt of Babylon, whither 
calling his Robles c Commons bp the ſound of a Trum. 
pet vpon the nꝛxt Feſtiuall, which was holden in houour of 
5 their 
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their God Iphis, hee there in pꝛeſence of all his Subiects, 
religned vp his Crowne and Scepter into the handes of 
Semyramis, placing her in the Empertall thzone, as (ote 
Q ueene, Ponarch, and Gouernelle of Egypt. Semyramis 
beeing thus inueſted with the Oiadeame & Regail power: 
firſt publikly declared the effect of the Kings graunt, how 


ſhe was koz the-tcarme and ſpace of thzee dapes, to reigne 


as Doueratgne ourr the land, to haue as great authozity to 
doe initice,aud to execute Partial law, as her huſvand : To 
conficare which, Ninus as a{ublect, did her reverence, ans 
topnily with the reſt of the Nobility, [woze ts periozme 
whacſoeuer fhe ould commaund z and to obey her as their 
fole and ſoueraigne JP2tnceſſe. After the Ring had lolemne⸗ 
ly taken his oath, Scmyramis bttered theſe, oz ſuch like 
ſpeaches to the people, 

It is not vnknowne (wozthy Peeres of Egypt, and in- 
habitants of Babylon) that I ſiued in my youth the wife of 
pooze Mænon with credit fic fox my degree, aud with fame 
equall co che honeſty of my like: Occaſion neuer armed re: 
poꝛt to ſtaine mee with viſgrace z neither was the wife of 
Mznon accounted to be p2odigall of her affections, al- 
though perhaps a little pꝛous of her Beauty; the pouerty of 
my Huſband neuer touched me wich millike, noz the p2of- 
fers of pzeferment could perſwade mee to inconſtancie; but 
Foxtune that is euer fickle in her fauours, and Ennie that 
grudgeth at quiet. ſeeing wee liued lecurely in loue and con; 
tent, ſet Ring Ninus to be the meanes of my ouerth2ow : 
fo2 hee iuflamed with the light of mp Beauty, yeelded pꝛe⸗ 
ſently to the allarums ot luſt, and ſought with the golden 
baite of Otgnity, to hale me on to the wacke.of mp Pone- 
ftp, which vp no meanes hee could hing to paſſe; ioyning 
mutther wich the pzetence of Adulterie, he flew my huſband 
in his Bed-chamber, ſo the better ta obtaine his purpole. 
After whom (J call the Gods to witnelle,) J haue lived 
foꝛ no other cauſe, but to lee this day: neither hath the gaine 
at a Crowne counteruailed = kozmer content; the glifte- 
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ting Gew of Dignitie, hath not tickled my minde with Des 
light: the vaine pleaſure of Pzeferment, neucrmade mee 
pꝛoudz onely(wozthy Pteres of Egypt) the hope that one 
dap J ſhould make reu:nge of pooze Mzaens inturie, hath 
made mee liue in ſuch conteuted patience, which now is 
come ; fo2 ic befitteth a Queeae in tuftice to be impartiall, 
and two miſchiefes are neuer found to eſcape mifhap : there» 
foe how laytſt thou Ninus (quoth ſhee,) declare heere be- 
foze the Lo2ds and Commons of Egypt, wert chou not the 
ſole murthcrer of my Pulband withoat my conſent + Ninus 
anſwered as one halle afraid at the countenance of Semy ra- 
mis. J tonfeſſe th t onety Mænon was murdered by mee, 
but loꝛ the lone of thee: which J hope, thou holdeſt not in 
memoꝛp while this time : Pes Ninus, and now will F re⸗ 
uenge the iniurie offered coMzncn, and theretoze J com⸗ 
maund that without further delay, thy head be heere ſmit⸗ 
ten off, as a puniſhment due oz Murther aud Adulterie. 
The Mobilitie and Commons dearing the ſeutere ſentence 
of Semyramis, intreated fog the life of their Sourraigne, 
but it was in baine; fo2 che departed not fromthe Sce ffolde 
till che ſaw her commaund cxecuted : which done, ſee in⸗ 
tombed his body ropal'y, and in ſo famous a Scpulchze, 
that it was one of the ſeuen Wonders of the wozle; and at. 
ter ſwaped the Ringdome with politicke gonerr:ment vntill 
der fonne Ninus was of age to tale the Kingdome, 


DODieignioꝛ Coſimo hauing ended his tale, Farneze greats 
ly commended the Dilcourſe, applying the effect ot this 


Hiſtezy to the Gentlemen pꝛeſent. telling them that in deen 
* | the pouth ot᷑ Florence were greatly giuen to this folly, as a 


| ice pꝛedominant amongſt them. Peratio who meant to be 
\ . pleaſant mith the old County, told im chat he had [earned 
this kruit in Aſttonomte, that the tfluence of Venus and 
Saturne kept the ſame conſtellation to inferre as well age 
as pouth; and that reſpect and experience had tanght him, 
that old men were like Leckes, grap headed, and oft greene 

| | _ tapldes 
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eaylde ; that they would find one fcote at the dooze fo) 2 
poung Mike, when the other tumbled in the Graue to 
death: ſo that Diogenes being detmaunded where a man 
left off from luſt + Unleſſe (quoth hee) he be vertuous, not 
vntill the Coffin be bzought to his dooze z meaning, that 
time neuer woꝛe out this folly, but by death. 

And pet to ſee, (quoth Benedetto) what cynicall ariomes 
age will pꝛeſcribe ta youth, when they themſelnes are neuer 
able to perfo2mme their owne Pꝛecepts, allowing moze pꝛi. 
uiledge to their ſiluet haires, then to our greene peares; and 
\hzowding under the ſhadow of Uercue,the very ſubſtaunte 
of Gice; being as intemperate inthe froſty (Thincer of their 
age,as wee ia the glowing Sommer of our pouth : and yet 
fo that they are old, and though they cannot deale moꝛe 
caſts, yet will wozke moze caute, and ſimply conceale that, 
we raſhlp reueale: they are in age generally taken foꝛ Gods, 
when compared even with youth, they are meere Ocuils, 

Yet by pour leaue (me ſſieur Benedetto, quoth the Lady 
Margaret) pou ſpeake too generally ot Age, fp the very 
confticution ot the naturall temperature of our bodyes, is 
able to infringe pour reaſons, ſeeing that ſame Naturalis 
calor is ouerp2eſſed with a cold dzineſſe in age, which in 
pouth furthered wich moyſture, cauſeth ſuch voluptuous 
mot ions. Cupid ia painted a Child, Venus without w2tacs 
kles in herface, and they which calcul te the influence of © 
Saturne, ſet not downe many notes of venerie. 

{ow philsſophicalip pou. ſpeake (quoth Peratio,) and 
yet ſmall to the purpoſe; fo2 althongh naturall heate be ex. 
ttynuiſhed in age, petremaines there in the minde certaine 
Scyntillulæ voluptatis, which confirmed by a Saturnall 
impꝛeſſion, were harder to root out, then were they newly 
ſpꝛung vp in pou:b 2 neither did mefſieur Benedetto con” 
clude generally of old men, but bꝛought mes a pꝛemiſe oz 
pope ſition, that age as well as pouth, was infected with 
this folly, But weil it is (Lady Margaret) that our dif: 
courſe iretcheth not fo farre as Momen, no! to talke of 
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their wantou affections, lcaſt happilpy we had vntped ſuch a 
labp2inthof their laſciuious vanities, as might haue made 
vs looner de ſire our reſt, then end the Diſcourle, 

Pou are alwapes glancing at Women{quoth Coſimo) 
not that pou are a Ppthagozian, and hate that ſexe, fo2 fir, Y 
know pour lippes can digeſt ſuch Lettuce, but that pour 
mouth were out of temper, if once a dap you had not a Mo. 
man in pour mouth: Herein reſembling Marcus Lzpidus, 
who made au inuectiue againſt ſumptuoulneſſe of diet, him: 
ſelfe being called the Glutton ot Rome; not that he was 
ſparing in his cheere, but that Athens abſtaining from dain⸗ 
tie cates, 3 the market moze ſtoꝛed with delicate 
dishes. 

Benedetto was nipt on the head with this charpe reply, 


_ eſpectally toz that all the whole company laught toſee how 
- he anſwered with filence z and Farneze, about whom che 


talke began, made this anſwere. J can not deny (Gentle⸗ 
men, but anger is ſubiect to many kooliſh and intemperat 
paſſions, and therefoze tobe compꝛehended within the com. 
palle of this Folly, but neither age no2 pouth, it bzeedeth 
many tnc2mities z la that foz this night, I will take in hand 
to ſend pou all to bed with a farewell of foure Uerſes, which 
A read once in the Poneſtary of Santo Marco in Venice, 
the Juthoz I know not: the Uerles are thele. 

Quatuor his pznis Certo afficictur adulter, 

Aut Egenus erit Subita vel merte peribit, 

Aut Cadet in cauſam qua debet Fudice vinci, 

Aut apes membrum caſu vel Crymine perdit. 


The time of the night being ſomewhat late, they tooke his 


teft fo2 a charge: and ſolemnelp taking their leane, euery 


man departed quietly vato his lodging. 


; The 
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ere 
DES I CO SES 


The chird Diſcourſe of 
FOLLIE. 


be Poningbeingcome,and the Sunne 
A bduplaping ber radiant beames vpon the 

5 gloomte mantle of the Earth, Flora pze* 

1] ſented her gle2tous obtects to the Epe, 
and (weete ſmelling Perfumes to the 
Noſe, with the delight of ſundzp pleaſing 
and odoziferous Flowers, when thele 

voung Gentlemen aſhamed that Tytan ſhould ſummon 
them fromthei: Beddes, paſſing into the Garden, found the 
olde Countie, his wife. and foure Daughters, wa. king fox 
health and pleaſure in afreſh and greene Arbour; where af- 
ter they had ſaluted each other with a mutuall God mozrow, 
they topaed all in ſeuerall parlies; amonſt the reſt, Bernar- 
dino ſpping a Marigolde opening his leaues a little by the 
heate of the Sunne, pulling Lady Frances by the fleeue, 
began his mozning Mattens onthis manner. The nature 
of this Þearbe(L ady Frances) which we call the Marigold, 
and the Grecians Helitropion, & the Latiniſtes Sol ſe quiam, 
is thought by the aunctent Philoſophers, fs be framed onely + 
by Nature, to teach the ducty of a Wife towards her Þuſ« 
hand; fo2 ſeeing that (as Ariſtides ſaid) a A oman was the 
contraty of a Man: this Flower pꝛeſentes a pꝛeſident of 
her affection, koꝛ which wap ſo tuer the Sunne turneth, it 
fill openeth the leaues by degrees; and as the Dunne de» 
clinetb. ſo it ſhutteth; that Ph obus being gone to bed, the 
Marigold 
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Marigolde denies any longer to ſhew her glozy : So (lapth 
Plato) hould a good Mite immuate her {Þuſbvands actions, 
dicecting her (ce after his courſe in his paeſence, being 

pealant ʒ to tontent the evt and the humour of her Puſvaud 

in his ablence with a modeſt balbtulnefſe, ſcarce (with the 
wile ot Tarquin) to looke out of her window. 

In dero (quoth the Lacp Franccs,) I haue heard ſay, 
that Poung mens Qiucs. and Þaydeus Childzen, ate als 
waycs well taught: No doubt fir, your Occonomicall pzes 
cents are very good, and happy is thee chat heares them, 
and neuer belecues them: I pꝛay God pour Mtte may be 
a Marigols whenſoeuer pou are matried, that co auspde 
tclouſte, pou map euer weare her pinde on youi ſteeue. 

Peratie ouer-hearing,ſtept in, and aſked the Lady Fran- 
ces if the thought Bernardino would be ielous? 

I haue not (quoch the Lavy) ſuch aſſuted ſight in Phiſog . 
nomy, as J dare auouch it foz trueth : but. J pzomile pon 
fir, the Gentleman is well fozehanded, and well tozeheadedz 
two ot the nine Beauties ta haue a fine Finger, and a large 
Bꝛow: now take the paines to conclude how pou lit, Pe- 


ratio laught, and Bernardino replped 3 Tis no maruaile 
il men be ie lous, when Meſiodus affirmes, that hee which 


truſteth ta the lone of a. Moman, reſemblech. hun that 
bangs by the Leaues of trees in Autunme. | 
But in earneſt Bernardino(qusch Peratio,) hat doeſt 
thin ke ol him that is married: Chat he is (quoth hee) are⸗ 
ted with agreuous Action: faz no doubt young Gentle⸗ 
men ſhoul: flie vp to Þeanen, if they were not kept backe 
with ſuch Areſt: But fo better anſwere ta thy queſtion, 
take the reply of Metellus tu Py ſo, that aſked him, why hee 
marie d his ſonne beeing ſo poung, and befoze he was wiſe 
Betauſt Py ſo{quoth hee) if my ſoune grow to be wiſe, hee 
will neucr marry. No ifpou were wile (quoth the Lady 


Frances) would pee ſpeake ſo vnreuerently of Marriage: 
Bu tis no matter, wee ſhall finde you in time, like Crates . 

:he.cyuike Philoſopher, who inueighing greatly 9 
. is. 
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this honourable ſociety, was ſeene begging a peece of bzeay 
at Lais dooꝛe in Corinth. Ik the law that Ephorius of La- 
cedemonia conſtituted were kept, ſuch as refuſed Marri: 
age ſhould be baniſhed : but Ithinke Bernardino, if you 
were bzought within the fozfapture of ſuch a Statute, 
vou would take that foz a ſhift, which a Lacedemonian 
(baniſht) did, being pꝛoduted befoze Lyeurgus fo; the like 
crime, And what was that Madame, quoth Peratio? Maty 
Sir, quoth ſhee, beeing aſſigned to exile, he bꝛought foszth 
witnelles that he had begotten three Childzen ; and vpon 
that excuſe, Lycurgus made the ſtrict lam againſt Adnlteryz 
yet mittigated befoze ſome part of the puniſhment, J thinke 
Madame, anſwered Bernardino, the P2icſt hath a pennie fo2 
your Baues, your ſopheſtry is ſo good fo2 Pariage, Onely 
Sir, quoth hee, I ſpeake ic againſt ſuch ſcueere cenſurers 
of Patrimonie as pou are: which, foꝛ what cauſe I know 
not, liuing ſtale Batchelers, are of Appollonius Tianeus 
opinion, and therefoze frame pꝛinciples accozding lo pout 
pꝛecepts, as no doubt one of pour ſect did, who made theſe 
two Aerſes. | 
L'amor del donna il vin del flaſco, 
Nul ſera bon nel matutina guaſco. 


Such Stoicall Gentlemen as run into ſuch inconſtant 
and heatheniſh concluſtons, J had as liefe haue theirroome 
as their company. Bernardino perceiuing the Lady Fran- 
ces was halfe angry, thought rather to recant, then make 
her tholericke, and therefoze told her his meaning was not 
to condemne Mariage, but merrily to ieaſt fo2 conference 
ſake, Then ſir (quoth ſhe) all is in ieaſt, and ſo let vs to the 
reſt of the company: whom they found talking with a Cooke 
that was come to his Maiſter, to know if he would haue any 
excraozdinary Diſh pꝛouided fo2 dinner. No ſir (quoth 
Farncze) I will anſwere with Socrates; It they be bertu⸗ 
ous, there is enough; if they be not, there is tos much, 
The old County tooke _— hereof to ſpeake of tempe⸗ 
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Greene his Farewell to Follie. | 


rance in diet, and thus he began. | 
Aremember(Geatlemen) that Tymotheus a Grecian 
Captaine, hauing (upped with Plato un his Academie, at a 
ſober and ſimple repaſte (toꝛ their teſtiuall tare was Dunes, 
Cheele, Apples, Cole wozts, B2cad, and IAine, ) told the 
next day certajne Noble men his companions, that they 
which lupped? wich Plato, digeſt not his Utandes in a 
long time: meaning, that wile Banquet vois of cxcefle, 
not to content the body with Epicurilme, but to decke the 
minde with do mnotophicall pꝛecepts, ſuch were the Feaſtes 
of Socrates, Zenocrates, and other. The lages which 
compared the pleaſures conceiued in Delicates, to the la⸗ 
nour of perfumes z which tos all their ſweet ſmell, paſſe as 
wap like (moake, The Egyptians vlen in the middeſt of 
their Bangaets, ts bzing incye Aaathone of a dead man, 


thac the hozrour of the cozps might mittigate ummoderate El 


delights. 

In deed ſir (quoth Bernardino) 4 remember that Alew- 
ander helge ye teli into the Perſion Delicalie, cefuled thoſe 
Cook?s and Paſterers that Ada Queene oł Caria ſent vnts 
him, ſaying to the meſſenger z Fo2 my Dinner, J vſe earcly 
pling z foz my Supper, a leader Dinner, (i102 hee did vle 
ro cate but once a dap ; ) ſo that Plato ſeetng Diony ſius mas 
king two meales, repozted in Athens, he ſaw nothing in Sy- 
cillia but a Montter that did feed twile befo2 the Sunne let, 
Cyrus Monarch of the Per ſians (iu his chlohood) being des 
maunded of his Graundfather Aſtiages, why hee would 
dzinke no UA ine? anſweted, fo2 feare thep giue mee Poy⸗ 
ſon: foꝛ (quoth hee) at the ct lebꝛation of pour Matiuity, Y 
noted. that ſome haue made mixture ol the (line with ſome 
inchanted Potion, ſich at the end of the Feaſt,there was not 
one departed in his rig minde. 

Do did quoth Peratio) Epiminandos the greateſt Caps 
taine and Pbiloſopber in bis time; fog being innitep by a 
kriend ok his to ſupper, the tables ouercharged wich ſuper⸗ 
fluity and ſumptuoulſacfle of os, he told his Po (i er 

oller 
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tholler) that he thought he had been tequeſledaga ffierd.to 
dine competently, rot is ſuffer nuntie ly being intercaines 
likeaglutton. Caivs Fabritivs, a notable Roman kuight, 
was found by the Samnar Emballadouts that came vn to 
bim, cating of Raddiſhroaſted in the Aſhes, ond that in u 
very pooꝛe houſe z and by the wap. to indute a ſtrange mita 
tie that Saint lerome repozteth of one Paule an Hercmite, 
who liued from ſixtecne to ſixtie of Dates one ty; and from 
ſixty to ſixe ſcoʒe and fine, (at what time he died) he was ted 
by a little Bzead bꝛougght to him by a Crow, 

Truth (quoth Farne ze) niſtnite are the exaneplys which 
mightperſwade vs fo tempe rente; but ſo ſond are we now 
adapes, as we leaue the ſtubie of dhiloſophy, ts [carne ont - 
Ricchit commentaries: but ik we perſenete ſlill mthis nfo» 
lute kind of ſuper fluity, being Chiſtians in name, & Epi⸗ 
ctires in life; wee are fofeare that in the end, need e ne ce ſiiy 
will fozre v9 to foꝛſake it; ant as it heppened vnto Kg Da- 
rius, who When be had Hurd along time in delights, dꝛow⸗ 
ning himſelte in the ſuperficifie ot the Per ſians, not once los 
king ſo low as hunger and thirſt. as he fled trom Alexander, 
and wered very thirſly, dzinking puddle Uster tiken tom 
a Qiuecr tatnted with dead Carcaſſes, hee burſt fooꝛth into 
thts ſpeech, That in aft his life, hee neuer dꝛanke ſweeter x 
So will it befalt to vs by our mo2dinate exceſſe: and ſering 
we may beſt ſee this vertue offrugalitte by diſconering his 
contrary, we will fyens this ſozendone in daſcour ſing the 
folly of Superfluity oz Sluttony; which Bernardino, J 
appoynt vnto pour cherge, as one which we all know ta haue 
been an ene mie ts ſuch diſoꝛdered Bankets. Bernardino hot 
greatly diſcontent with this commaund, began (ter the 
Gentlemen were ſcatco in the Arbour) to frame his ſp: ach 
in thts manner. 

Plato the Pꝛinte of the Academickes (who foꝛ his ſacred 
Sentences with his Maiſter Socrates, amongſt all the 
Phrloſophers, hailenges the name of diume.) bawelwepes 


this ſaying in his mont b; That whatlouct exeeedeth this 
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Greene his Farewell to Fallie. 


wonꝛd neceflarie is ſuperfluitie , which Genus he deuider 


into two elpeciall parts of apparell and fare; fo2 the laſt 
whereof, J am appotated to intreat thus to the purpoſe, 
Thoſe Gentlemen which build vpon the doctrine of the 


Epicures, and place their chiefe kelicitie, 02 Summum bo- 


gum in the delicacie of fare, conſiver not chat gluttonie is 
like the Lymons in Arabia, which being paſling ſweete to 
the mouth, are infectious in the ſtomach, like ta the flaure 
of Amota which glozious to the epe greatip moleſteth the 
ſmell; the ſweet content, oꝛ rather the bitter plealures that 
pꝛoceede from thele tolites, feeding our luſt with a tickling 


humour of delight, fo2 euery dzam of pꝛetended bliſſe pꝛe⸗ 


ſents vs a pound of aſlured eno2mily; fo2 we are ſo blinded 


with the vaile of this vaine follte, that fozgetting our ſelues, 


we run head-long with VIyſſes into Cyrces lappe, and ſo 
by caſting her inchanted pation, ſuffer our ſelues to be like 
beaſts tranſfozmed inte ſundzp ſhapes , foz that was the 
meaning Homer aimed at by the Petamozphoſis , ſaping: 
ſome were chaunged into Lyons, as by dzunkennefſe made 
furious; lame into Apes, whom wine had made pleaſant; 


ſome into Swine, whoſe bꝛutich manner bewꝛaped their im⸗ 


perfection by ſleeping in their pottes, comparing the alte ra. 
tion of men by oucrmuch dꝛinke to ns other but a beſttall 
change of their natures : beſides this dilcouerie Galen, 
Hy pocrates, and other learned Phyſicians app2ooue it the 
ſource fram whence ail diſeaſes and euill diſpolictons of the 
bodic doe flowe; Foz ſaith Plutarch we are ſicke of thoſe 


things whereof we doe liue, and by our naturall diſpoſiti⸗ 


on ate wholy giuen to health, if the dilozder of our diet did 
not infringe the perfect tempꝛature of our complexions. 
Homer going about ta pꝛooue the immoꝛtalitie of the 
Gods, and that they die not, groundeth his argument vp: 
on this, becauſe they eate not, as if he would argue, that as 
eating and dꝛinking maintaines life, ſo they are the efficient 
cauſes of death, and that moze die of gluttonie than ok hun⸗ 
ger, hauing okt moze care to digeſt meate, than care to - 
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it. Seneca lapd, that the PhÞſitions in his time cryed out, 
that Lite was ſhozt, and Arte long; that complaint was 
made ot Nature, that ſhee had granted vnto Beaſtes to liue 
fiue 62 fire Ages, and to limit mans dapes but the length ok 
a ſpanne, which notwithſtanding, being lo Moꝛt and mo⸗ 


mentarie, was oft coulumed in exceſſe, dzawing on deatg 


by our owne deſires, and offering vp our gozged ſta⸗ 
maches vnto Atropos as ſacrifice to entreate that the date 
of our peeres be vntimelp pꝛe uented, ſo chat (as the wiſe» 
mau layth) moze periſh by Surkette then by the Swoꝛde. 
Unto whom (ſapth Salomon) falleth & Uoe, Affliction, 


Sozrowe, Striffe, Teares, redneſle of the Eyes, and 


Diſeaſes ?: Euen to them that ſit long at the wine, which at 
the firſt plealeth both the eye & the taſte, but at laſt ſtingeth 
as deadly as a Scozpion. 
 Heraclytus was ol this opinion that the inſatiate ap» 
petite of Gluttonie doeth obſcure the interiour vertues 
of the minde, opp2eſſing the diuine parc of man with a 
confuſed Chaos of ſundzy Delicates: that as the Sunne 
eclipſed with darke and vndigeſted vapours, hath not the 
perfection of his b2ightnelle, ſo the bodie ouer-charged 
with ſuperfluitie of Meates, hath the Senſes ſo lotted, 
as they are not able to pierce by contemplation into the 
Petaphylicall ſecrets of any honourable Science. 
Innumerable alſo bee diſſolute faſþiens , and wicked 
eno2mities that ſpzing from Gluttony and Dzunkenneſſe, 
fo2 where this folly is pꝛedominant, there is the minde ſub- 
iect vnto luſt, anger, floth, adulterie, loue and all other vi- 
ces that are ſubiects of che ſenſuall part: fo2 as the olde 


Poct'ſapeth, 
Sine Cerere & Baccho friget Venus. | 


And bp the way J remember certaine verſes witten by 


our countriman Dante to this effect, 
33 II 


BY Greene his Farewell ro Follic. 

1 l Il vitio chi conduce: &c, 
LF! Engliſheo thus: 

8 I MMonſter ſeated in the midſt of men, 

N Which davly fed, is neuer ſatiat: 2 

| * þ A hollow Gulfe of vild ingratitnde, 
4 Which for his food, vouchſafes not pay ofthankes, 
* | But ſtill doth claime a debt of due expence: 
PP i From hence, doth Denar draw the ſhape gf Luſt : 

| {4} From hence, Mart ray ſeth blood and ſtratagems: 
Ne i Thewr acke of Wealth, the fecrer foe to life : 
YN The Sword: that haftneth on the dateof death: 
V The ſureſt friend to Phiſicke by diſeaſe, 
od T he Pumiee that defaceth Memorie: 
Ke The mifly Vapour that obſcures the light, 

| w And brighteft beames of Science olittering ſunne, 
E Anddoth eclipſe the minde with fluge! th: thoughts: 
. The Monſter that affoords this curſed brood, 

a And males commixture of thoſe dycrmiſhaps,"' 

KY Is but a Stomach overchargd with Meates, 

FEN That takes delfght im endleſſe gluttony. EY 
| * Mell did Dante note m thele Uerfes, the fundzy mil 
> | chiefes that pꝛoceed from this Follp;fectng what expences 
2 to the Purſe, what diſeates to the erſon, what rute to 
| * i Common wealth, what lubuerſion ot Efkates, what miſerie 
FA 


to {9zinces. haue inſned by this inſatiate ſinne of Glntto- 
nie. We readof the Emperour Viteltus Spynter, that hee 
was ſo much giuen to ſupet fluity aud cexcei:e, that at one 
— was ſerued with two thotrfand feur tall kind 
Fiſhes. and with ſrauen thouſand flying Pvules: butthe 
— ſtozming at ſuch an inſatiable Monſter, that fo \ 
highly abnſed the beneſites of God, conſpired his ouer⸗ 
th2ow ; feꝛ Veſpaſiaa did not onely diſpoſſefſe him of the 
Emperiall Diademe. but cauſed him to be puhlikly cxecu⸗ 
ted in Rome. Dionyſius the pounger, [rom Sluttonie fell 
to Tyꝛannie, till hee was txilet fo2 his wickedneſte. out of 
Sicilia. Mulcaſſes Ring of Thunis, was ſo dzowued 
IS 6 in 
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in pleaſure and delight of ſuperfluous Banketttag, that in 
the midveſt st his miſeries when the Emperour Charles 
bad lozlaken him, and left him of a Ring, almoſt the out- { 
caſt of the wozid ; yet as Paulus Iouius rehearſeth, hee ſpent | 
a hundzcth Crownes vpon the dzefling of a 13eacocke, 
whereat his Muſitians playing, he couero his epes to reape 
the greater content: But the iudgement of God ſpeedely 
followe? this vaine belicacie, fo2 within two dapes after, 
his omne Sonnes put out his epes with barres of hot iron, ; 1 
Jnfinice alſo were þ examples might be bzought of Dzunc: | | 
kenneffe, and of his diſcommodity : Ot Alexander how | | | 
he pzepared Crownes foz them that exceeded in that filthy = 
vice, and made a great Cup which he called Alexander, ates 
ter his owne name, wherein he did cattous to his Nobies 
but Caliſtenes his deare friend retuſiag, and ſaping: Foz 
dztaking in Alexander, J will not ſtand in need of Eſcula- 
pius; hee t̃ell into ſuch furie, that he commaunded him to be 
put in an iron Cage with Dogges: which Caliſtenes not 
bꝛosking, poploned himlelfe. At an other dzuncken Feaft, 
bee flae his fapthfull friend Clytus, a woꝛthy Captaine and 
Counſelloz, to whom be had to many times been beholding 
fo2 his life : but afterward, when he came to him ſelke, he 
was grieyed foz this fact, that hee ſought to ſhazten his 
dayes with his owne ſwozd, and ſpent many dayes in cons 
tinuall teares fo his friend 2 whercbp we euidently ſee, 
bow the beſt that inſueth of this Folly, ts ſhame and repens 
tante. This meant Heraclytus to teach his Countrie 
men. when after a mucingus ſedition was appealed, and 
the Commons demaunoed oi him, what Antydote were 
beſt to pꝛeuent the like niltoꝛtune d pꝛeleutly gate him vp | 
HEE to a place where the {Bagiltracs vied to deliuer ©2ations ; 
ta the people. and there inſteade of p2anouncing ſame elo» 
guent and learned diſconile,. oucly began ta feed on a mozs 
ſell or bzowne bead, and to dꝛinke a glaſſe of clecre water, 
thus ſetting downe a golden pbꝛecept by ſilence, foz by this 
he ſiznilieo vnto them that as loug as baintineſle aud riot , 
| | | $a: 
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and needlefſe expences flouriſhed in that citie, ſo long ſhouls 

they ſtand in danger of ctutll ſebitten, but this vaine cxcefle 
„ aboliched, a peaceable and perpetuell quiet was like to en⸗ 
ſue: It this counlell of Heraclytus were requiſite in a 
Monarchie, what neede haue wee of ſuch ueceſſary pꝛinci. 
ples, in whoſe Common wealth nothing is glozious, but 
luperfluitic of food and apparcl!? 

Let me bc2row a woꝛd with pou (quoth Peratio) in this, 
fo) inveedeif men thzoughly conſider the vaine delight dis 
5 uers ok dur Flozentiaes tooke in trimming and decking out 

the bodie, which Epaminondas called the pꝛiſon of the ſoulez 
we ſhall be at length fo2ced to conte fle with Eraſmus, that 
they rather ſerue to whet the eyes of the beholders to wit 
ked deſires, than vnto any honeſt opinion oꝛ concert, 
Epictetus gaue this oncly Pꝛecept vnto his countrymen 
at his death: Friends ( quoth he) decke not pour bodie with 
curious ſuperfluitie of apparell, but paint them with tem⸗ 
.  perance,foz the one is but a haddow that bleareth the eyes, 
the other an oꝛnament that inricheth the minde, which toun⸗ 
ſell the ancient Ponarches and Chiefetaines ofthe NM oꝛlo 
fozc-taughtvs: Foz Aguſtus famous thzough the whole 
wozld fo2 his fo2tunes, and honoured foz his maieſtie, ne. 
ner ware other garments than ſuch as his wife and daughs 
ters made, and thoſe very moderate. Ageſilaus king of La- 
cedemonia, had but one coat fo2 winter and ſummer. Epa- 
minendas generall Captaine of the Thebans, was conten⸗ 
ted with one onely gowne all the peare long: this fimplict« 
tie and moderate vſe of apparell in ſuch wozthp perſonages, 
might well terne vs fo2 p2efiventes, but that vauttie hath ſo 
long [ulled our ſenſes a with pleaſare, as the cuſtome 
of the fault, hath taken away the feeling of the fact, Well 
fir (quoth Bernardino) this belongeth co pour diſconrſe of 
p2ide, and therefoze againe to our purpoſe which ſecing J 
haue confirmed with ſufficient reaſons and examples to bee 
an inoꝛdinate vice and moꝛe follie, J will now alſo ratifte it 


with a very byiefe and ſhozt Þytozie, 
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Bernardinos 


Greene his Farewell to Follie. 


Bernardinos Tale. 


J Nche Citie of Auſpurg in Ger: 
= manie; thereruled not long ſince 
a Duke, whole neme (ez reves, 
F rence F conceale, and therefoze wil 
terme him Don Antonio, a man 
> ot verp honourable Parentage, but 
fo giuen tothe filihy vice of dzun- 
E kenne ſſe as he almoſt ſubuerted the 
Citie with his gluttonics; fo2 olt⸗ 
times doh fell into tyrannous and barbarous ctuelties, as 
one that had artiall Law in his owne power; and other · 
whiles gaue wrong fentence againſt the innocent, as his hu - 
mour ſitted, which exce ſle had led him, | 
But aboue all the reſt, a pooze man hauirg a matter to 
plead befoze him, which be was acertatned by Law ſheulp 
goe on his ſive: Don Antonio comming dzunke to the 
place of tudgement, ſlceping in his ſurfets, neuer tonſide⸗ 
ren the cquitie of the tauſe, but gaue ſentence againft the 
pooze man, and condemned him in ſo great a ſumme, as 
ſcarce all his moueables were able to diſcharge : Cell, the 
verdict giuen, hee had no other remedie but ts abide the ten⸗ 
ſure of the iuſt iudge, and to make ſale of all that hre had to 
anſwere his condemnation : which done, ſo little remayned 
that hee had nothing left to mametaine his wife and chil: 
d2en ; whereupon pouertie being the heauicſt burthen a 
man can beare, pꝛelented vnto him a glaſſe of many miſe⸗ 
ries, which were apparant to enſue by diftrefſed want, 
wherein after the pooze w2etch had a long time gazed, he fell 
to diſpaire, that flinging into his backe-ſide, bee toke the 
halter out of his ſtable, and running into the fielde went to 
hang himſelfe in a thicket hard adiopning to his houſe, 
where pet a little entting into conſideration with himlelf,he 
began thus to debate. 
L Jufvze 
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Greene his Farewell to Follie. 


Inkoꝛtunate Ruſtico, fo2 ſo wee will tearme him, how 

art thou opp2eſſed with ſundzy paſſions, diſtreſes haltng 

thee on to diſpaire, and the care of thy ſoule willing thee ras 
ther to chooſe pouertie, then Hell, 

Vell did Tymon of Athens ſee the miſerie of mans life, 
when he bought a peece of ground, wherein he placed Gids 
becs, and ſpent his time in ſuch deſperat Philoſophy, as to 
perſwade his friendes to hang themſelues, ſo ts auoyde the 
immment perilles of innumerable misfozcunes : Ss Ruſti- 
ca ſeeme thou an Athenian; bee one of Ty mons friendes, 
liſten ts his doctrine, follow his counſaily, pꝛeuent miſerie 

with death. But alas this is not luffictent,fo2 in freeing thy 
lelfe from calamitie, thou leaueſt thy V ite and Childzen in 
a thouſaud ſoꝛrowes: and further, thou cutteſt off all hope 
of teuenge. Neuenge + pea reuenge (Ruſtico,) foz aſſurt 
thp ſelfe, it thou liueſt not. yet God will renenge : aue two 
ſinnes eſcaped vnpuniſhed ? Path not the accurſed Duke 
ta his d2unken meſſe added intuſtice ; ves and therefoze de⸗ 
ſerues to be reuenged with thine owne hand + let examples 
arme thee to the like attempt. Philip Ring of Macedonia 
was ſlaine by a meane Gentleman Pauſanias, becauſe hee 
would not let him haue his iuſtice againgſt Antipater, who: 
had offered him wrong. Demetrius hauing recetued many 
requeſts of his pooꝛe ſubiects, as he paſſed auer the Bzidge, 
thzaewall their Supplications;into; the water: fo which 
caule hee became ſo odious fo his Subiecta, that thep ſut᷑· 

fered Pyrrhus his enemie, to dine him out of bis Rings. 
dome without battaile. Ferdinando the fourth, puttiug ta 
death a Knight moze fo anger then any tuft caule, the Sen. 
tleman at the ſentence.-cryed out; Inturious Emperour, 
I cite thee to appeare befoze the tribunail ſeate of God, to 

anlwere this wong within churtte dayes ; on the laſt of 
mich expired terme, the Emperour died. Then comfoze 
thy ſelte Ru ſtico, let nat de ſpaite arme thee to ſuch an hea». 
tbeniſh re ſalution; rather liue to reuengt, then die to touble 
thy miſerie z and ſeeing the Duke hach dealt r 
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Greene his Farewell to Follie. 
vfe him as Alexander Seuerus handled his Setretarte, 
who being a caterpiller in the Court, and ſelling the very 
faupurabiclookes of his Maiſter foꝛ coyne, pꝛomiſtug pooꝛe 
men to pꝛaſecute theirſutes, when he neuer mooved thett 
cauſe i at laſt in requitall of this treacherous dealing. was 
tyed to a Poſt and choaked with [moake, hauing a Pꝛocla · 
mation made befozehim by ſeund of Trumpet, that they 
which ſell Smoake, ſhould ſo-periſh with Smoake: the 
pooꝛe man from theſe plaintes, fell into teares, that oter- 
come with the paſſions, hee foll a fleepe, where in a dꝛeame 
was by God rruealed vnto him the meanes ok reuenge: as 
ſonne as ht awoake, and called vnto minde the U iſton, thin- 
king it to be no fantaſticke illuſiion of the bzaine,but aſtrickt 
commaund from the heauenly powers, pꝛeſently went home 
and wared contrary vnco his wonted cuſtome very merrely, 
frequenting daply the Dukes Palace, where gtuing him 
lelfe vnto dzinking, hee became in time, to be in ſome fauour 
with the Duke, who never remembzed that he ſate tn indge⸗ 
ment againſt the poozeman, On a time ſeeing that opoꝛtu⸗ 
yicie fauouredhim, hee requeſted the Duke that as he went 
en hunting, hee would take the paines to viſit his pooze 
houſe; where he ſhould inde no dainty fare, but onely that 
hee durſt pꝛomiſe a cup of good Wine, This wozd was 
eaoagh to perſwade the Dake to a-greater matter, ſo that 
be graunced to come. Thepooze man glad that his pur⸗ 
pole was like to take effect, went home and made a ſale of 
all that he had euen to his very Shirt, to the great ſozrow 
of his wife, and wonder of his netghbours, which knew not 
his pꝛetence. As ſoone as he had pꝛettily furniſhed him 
ſelfe with mony.he bought great ſtoꝛe of cxcelient and deli⸗ 
rate Miandes of ſtrong and plealant wine, and conneped 
them home to his houle 5 whither within two dayes atter, 
the Duke fozelent his Cooke, certifying the pooze man that 
be wauls dine with him: who pꝛouiding moſt ſumptuous 
fare, ſec all his wealth vpon the Table at one dinner, and en⸗ 
tertained che Dake with * a hearty welcome, that he not 
2 onelp 
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Greene his Farewell to Follic. 
onelp woondzed where Ruſtico got luch ſtote of victuals, 
bat gaue great thankes foz his good cheere, Ruſtico ſer- 
ued in wine in ſuch abonndance, that Don Antonia fell ts 
his olve vice of dꝛunkenneſle and in ſuch lozt, as hee neuer 
tooke ſomuch in his life, The pooze man ſeeing him take 
his d2inke ſo freely, went to one of his Trumpetcers, and 
told him that the Duke commaunded, that hee ſhould (by 
ſound of Trumpet) pꝛeſently ſummon all the Citizens to 
appeare at his houſe, cither without delay oꝛ excuſe. MAhich 
commaund, he fooꝛth- with executed: and the Burgomai⸗ 
fters and chiefe men of the Citie marueiting what this 
ſhould meane, pet haſting to the houſe of Ruſtic, they 
found a Scaffold erected at the dooze, where after they had 
ſtaped a while, Ruſtico came fooꝛth, and began to ſpeake in 
this manner. 

Moꝛthy Citizens and Burgomiailters of Auſpurge, Y 
know you maruaile what the cauſe of pour comming is, eſs 
pecially ſeeing mee that am pooze and vulettered; pꝛepare ta 

| offer an Ozation ts (ach politicke Gouernours z but it is 
| the care of mp Connery, and eſpecialiy of this Citie, which 
. is like to ruinate thzough the want of the poſſeſſion ofa per⸗ 
fect Magiſtrate, that dꝛiues mee to this reſolute aud deſpes 

rate attempt: The dutie of a Pagiſtrate (as J baue heard 
à tertaine Philoſopher ſet downe) conſiſteth in thꝛee eſpe⸗ 

ciall popnts; in ruling, teaching, and indging : that hee be 

wile to gouerne, vertuous to giue inſample, and impartiall 

to iudge: foz (as Cicero ſayth) ſooner thall the courſe of 

Nature fayle, then the Subierts will leane to follow the 

ſteppes of their ]92tnce © If then that Common-wealth be 

happy that is gonerned by ſuch a Ring, in what viſtreſſe is 

that Citie that wanteth ſuch a Magiſſt rate, and yath one that 

neither ruleth, teacheth, oz doth: tuſtice, but cenſureth all 

# things by the pallet : 

Philip of Macedonia, being defired by an old woman, to 

 heareher complaint, anſwered, hee had no leaſure, Then 
A (guoch ſhe) be not Rivg ; meaning, that aPzince * 


— * ” w w * =o _ — — — — ” wo - 
P «x I 1 % ©, by. ww a N — * Aa wu - * ws a 
”, * 1 \ 72 > F, 84 O 5 49890 
9. W \ . N © \ N 5 * o 
L * - * 2 ” - Pate. a” - - wm * 
* . — — — — — — 


* — 


— 
2 


4 — 
— —.— 
— e * * 


2 — — D = ws 
"7 R.” < 
* * 1 5 \ \ 
S \*% % vw HS 4 * 
— — 2 
— 
n 
= o = . — 
* 9 C = Shs * 
* 


Greene his Farewell to Follie. - 

hate moe care ouer the affaires ok the 'Common-wealt 

then over his owne pꝛiuat buſtaeffe , Then wozthp Cit 

Zens, what may that Citie ſay, whoſe Gonernour is ad» 
dicted to his owne pleaſure that delighes not in Juffice, 
but in ſuperfluitie; that honoꝛs not the ſeate of Judgement 
with Philoſophy, but polluteth the place with dzunken⸗ 
ne ſle; that ũudieth not in the Law, but bis Libzary is in 
the Kitchin; that leeketh not to leare Miledome, but ta 
goꝛge his ſtomacke with delicates: ſuch a one (woꝛthy 
Citizens) haue wee, foz our Ouke, our Gouernour, sur 
Magiſtrate; and as hee vttered that word, his pooze 
wife and childzeu dzagged the Dake vpon the ſcaffold, who 
was all beſmeared in his 8wne vomit; and reſembling ra⸗ 
ther a bzute beaſt then a man, bꝛed loathſenmeſſe to all the 
people: which the porze man taking foꝛ his aduantage, crys 


ed out. Ste Burgomatfters aud Citrpens of Auſpurg, 


pour Duke, your Pagiſtrate, pour Governour, who 1s 
come? vpon the Scaſfolde to heare the complaintes of the 
widow and fatherielfe,andco miniſter iudgement. This is 
the man that condemned mee in the hatfe of Pa ant by 
intuſtice, and the other halte J haneſold fo vou this 
fpectacle: the one halfe he gaue away being. murder, and 
the other this day hee bath tonſumed in gluctony . ' Now 
Citizens, Same you not at ſuch a ſight : {Uhat Hall Ger- 
manic, France, Italy, and all the bozsering Cities repozt 
of our Towne + Uhat Stranger will deſire to traffigue 
where there is ſuch a glutton ? What Ctrie can iop, where 
there is ſuch a Gouernour$ Jt you luſter this, the Cont 
mon-wealth is like to ruinate, and pou and your childzen 
like to beate the burden of a ſuperfluo1s tyrant: See what 
eg hath done fo2 his Countrep, now vſe him as pau 
icale, 
r The Burgomaitters by a generall conſent, gaue com» 
mandement that he ſhould be vaconered dpon the Scaffold. 
till he came a hunſelte, and in he meane time they allem 


bled chemfcius aud _—_ _ his txile. 
| The 
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Greene his Farewell to Follic. 

The Dake after he had taken two 02 thzee houres fleepe; 
Fadung himkelke vpon au open Scaffolde , was aſhamed, 
But hearing what had haspenedto him by the meanes of 
Ruſtico, and how the Burgomaiſters had reſolacd on his 
baniſhmeyt, as one feeling the hozrour of the fact, deſperate · 
ly went into the pogze maus backe {ide and hanged himlelfe. 
. | TUhich newes being bzought tothe Burgomailters, with 
- By a geaerall voice they created Ruſtico Gouernour of the 
1 SN 7 Cutie. 

This ſhozt and ſweete Tale of Bernardino greatly 
p'eaſed the Cauntie, and the reft of the companp, all pzape - 
ſing the pollicie of the pode man, that had made lo {peedy 
and ſharpe a revenge. 

{ell (quoth the old Caunteſſe, we haue ſo long diſcours 
led of Gluttonp, that our ſimple cheare hauing ſo goed a 
ſauce as Punger, will Fopne bery good Delicates: theces 
foze Gentlemen, ſeeing wee either make our Cooke 
cholericke, oz „N our p2eſent pazlee : let vs at this 
time, not diſturbe his patience, but hie vs in to dinner; and 
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